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MEMORANDUM 


DATf  January  4,  1982 

File 

Karen  H.  Gould,  Manager 
Employment  and  Employee  Relations 

Christine  E.  Madsen 

This  employee  is  .not  recommended  for  rehire  unless 
radical  change  in  views  on  homosexuality  takes  place. 


AW  &JUL 


CC.:  Christine  Madsen 


Lesbian  Journalist  Fired 

By  Christian  Science  Monitor 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON*  MA  —  Top  officials 
at  the  world  headquarters  of  the 
Christian  Science  Church  recently 
fired  a  lesbian  reporter  for  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor  be¬ 
cause  of  her  sexual  preference. 

30-year-old  Chris  Madson,  who 
worked  at  the  Monitor  for  seven 
years  without  revealing  her  les¬ 
bianism,  said  she  is  “devastated” 
by  the  firing.  “Over  the  years,  I’d 
imagined  someone  taking  it  into 
their  head  [that  1  am  a  lesbian] 
and  saying  something,  so  I 
thought  I  was  prepared,  but  it  was 
awful.” 

Madson  said  that  just  prior  to 
her  firing,  the  manager  of  the 
Christian  Science  Publishing  Soci¬ 
ety,  Anthony  Periton,  told  her  she 
is  “evil  and  immoral,”  and  that  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Science 


Belgian  Lesbian  Ends  Fast; 
Int’l  Protests  Continue 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BRUSSELS,  Belgium  —  Eliane 
Morrissens,  the  Belgian  lesbian 
schoolteacher  who  was  fired  from 
her  job  after  appearing  on  a  tele¬ 
vision  documentary  about  les¬ 
bians  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  31), 
has  suspended  her  hunger  strike 
after  a  38-day  fast  to  protest  her 
dismissal. 

Morrissens,  who  had  taught 
chemistry  for  23  years,  was  re¬ 
lieved  of  her  duties  as  a  teacher  in 
the  province  of  Hainaut  on  Octo¬ 
ber  30,  1980,  two  days  after  ap¬ 
pearing  on  a  national  television 
program  documenting  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  lesbians. 

Nick  Cantisani,  a  political  ac¬ 
tivist  in  Belgium,  told  GCN  that 
Morrissens  will  appeal  her  dis¬ 
missal  to  the  Conseil  d’Etat 
(Council  of  State).  Appeal  to  the 
Conseil,  a  process  which  takes  two 
years,  could  result  in  a  declaration 


of  the  dismissal  as  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  The  Conseil  cannot,  how¬ 
ever,  grant  an  injunction  to  re¬ 
instate  Morrissens,  nor  can  it 
order  the  payment  of  reparations. 

The  Hainaut  Deputation  Per- 
manente,  a  provincial  government 
body  comprising  six  male  Socialist 
Party  members,  voted  on  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1980  to  confirm  Morrissens’ 
dismissal.  On  January  22  of  this 
year,  the  government  denied  Mor- 
rissens’  appeal  of  that  decision, 
saying  that  the  teacher  had  been 
fired,  not  for  her  lesbianism,  but 
for  publicly  criticizing  the  school 
administration. 

The  Belgian  Socialist  Party,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cantisani,  has  refused 
to  support  Morrissens’  appeals, 
saying  that  her  case  is  no  longer  a 
question  of  freedom  of  speech. 
“[They  said  that]  Eliane  in  her 
profession  as  a  teacher  should 
have  been  more  discreet,”  Can¬ 


tisani  said. 

Supporters  of  Morrissens  will 
demonstrate  once  again  in 
Brussels  on  March  27.  Cantisani 
strongly  urges  that  letters  of  pro¬ 
test  from  around  the  world  be  sent 
to  the  Socialist  Party. 

“Point  out  that  to  be  equal 
before  the  law  means  freedom  of 
speech,  the  right  to  hold  an  opi¬ 
nion,  and  the  right  to  private 
life,”  Cantisani  said.  “All  the 
human  rights  apply  equally  to 
everyone,  including 

homosexuals.” 

“It’s  shocking  that  a  party  such 
as  the  Socialist  Party  should  have 
such  a  cockeyed  idea  of  what 
democracy  should  be.” 

Letters  of  protest  should  be  sent 
to  the  Socialist  Party  president, 
Guy  Spitaels,  Parti  Socialist,  13 
Boulevard  de  I'Empereur,  1000 
Brussels,  Belgium. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Cambridge  Man  Murdered; 
Police  Arrest  Two  Suspects 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Police 
have  arrested  two  suspects  in  the 
murder  of  Carl  Loebig,  32,  a 
magazine  editor  and  radio  an¬ 
nouncer  who  was  found  brutally 
stabbed  on  March  4  in  his  Prescott 
Street  apartment. 

Kevin  D.  Roach  of  South 
Boston  was  arrested  by  Boston 
Police  on  March  5  and  Arthur  W. 
(“Butchy”)  Brown  of  Canton  was 
arrested  in  Brockton  on  March  8. 
Both  men  are  being  held  without 
bail  pending  a  March  15  probable 
cause  hearing  in  Middlesex  Coun¬ 
ty  Superior  Court.  A  police 
spokesperson  told  GCN  that  the 
two  men  were  traced  through 
Loebig’s  car,  a  brown  Gremlin 
with  Rhode  Island  plates,  which 
was  found  burned  in  South 
Boston  shortly  after  the  murder 
took  place. 

According  to  a  report  in  the 
Harvard  Crimson,  a  tenant  in 
Loebig’s  building  summoned  the 


superintendent  at  1:40  a.m.  to  in¬ 
vestigate  water  leaking  from 
Loebig’s  apartment.  The  super¬ 
intendent  said  he  used  a  pass  key 
to  enter  the  apartment  about  2 
a.m.  and  found  the  body  lying  on 
the  floor,  covered  with  blood. 

Loebig  apparently  knew  at  least 
one  of  his  attackers.  Acting  Cam¬ 
bridge  Police  Chief  Anthony  Pao- 
lillo  told  the  Cambridge  Tab  that 
Loebig  “had  befriended  one  of 
these  guys.  The  guys  frequented 
the  apartment.”  A  friend  of  Loe¬ 
big’s,  who  asked  not  to  be  identi¬ 
fied,  told  GCN  that  he  had  heard 
Loebig  speak  of  Brown  within  the 
past  few  months. 

A  police  spokesperson  told 
GCN  that  Loebig  had  met  the  two 
suspects  at  a  gymnasium  in 
Boston’s  Combat  Zone.  Roach 
and  Brown  are  reportedly  street 
people,  whom  Loebig  befriended 
and  assisted  by  directing  them  to  a 
treatment  program  for  alcoholics. 

Police  have  thus  far  been  reluc¬ 


tant  to  speculate  on  a  motive  for 
the  killing.  According  to  one 
source,  Loebig’s  apartment  was 
ransacked  and  certain  items  were 
missing,  but  the  fact  that  valu¬ 
ables  were  left  behind  seems  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  motive  went  be¬ 
yond  robbery.  Loebig  appears  to 
have  been  stabbed  repeatedly  in  a 
protracted  knife  fight  which  in¬ 
jured  at  least  one  of  his  attackers, 
police  said. 

Loebing  served  as  the  editor  of 
Arnoldia,  a  publication  of  the  Ar¬ 
nold  Arboretum,  and  also  worked 
as  a  part-time  announcer  for 
WCRB,  a  classical  music  radio 
station.  He  was  also  active  in  pro¬ 
moting  music  and  the  arts  in  the 
Boston  area,  and  worked  with  the 
Pro  Musicus  Foundation,  a  na¬ 
tional  organization  devoted  to 
supporting  classical  music.  One 
source  told  GCN  that  Loebig  had 
frequented  the  Ramrod,  a  Boston 
gay  bar. 


Board  of  Directors,  Jean  Heben- 
streit,  later  called  her  an  “adult¬ 
erer.” 

Hebenstreit  was  unavailable  for 
comment.  Periton  chose  not  to 
speak  to  GCN  and  transferred 
calls  to  Karen  Gould,  manager  of 
the  personnel  department.  Gould 
said  she  could  not  divulge  any  in¬ 
formation  about  a  former  em¬ 
ployee  and  refused  to  comment  on 
the  church’s  policy  regarding  les¬ 
bians.  Robert  Nelson,  the  public 
relations  member  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Publication,  also  declined 
comment,  but  agreed  to  “research 
the  mother  church’s  view  of 
homosexuality.” 

The  following  is  what  Nelson 
turned  up  in  his  research:  “Chris¬ 
tian  Science  sees  all  forms  of  ran¬ 
dom  or  deviant  sexuality  as  calling 
for  specific  healing  rather  than  for 
condemnation  on  the  one  hand, 
or  a  mere  permissiveness  on  the 
other.  We  see  God’s  grace  ex¬ 
pressed  most  clearly  in  Jesus’ 
liberating  words  to  the  adulterous 
women:  ‘Neither  do  I  condemn 
thee.  Go  and  sin  no  more.’  ” 

Bob  McCullough  of  Gay  People 
in  Christian  Science,  an  inter¬ 
national  organization  founded  in 
New  York  City  in  1978,  com¬ 
mented  that  the  church  officials’ 
actions  were  indeed  “condemning 
rather  than  compassionate,”  and 
not  conducive  to  the  “healing” 
which  church  officials  maintain 
that  homosexuals  need  to  do. 

McCullough  added  that,  al¬ 
though  the  “mother  church”  has 
never  excommunicated  a  lesbian 
or  gay  man  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation,  no  openly  lesbian  or 
gay  male  member  may  be  an 
employee,  practitioner  (healer)  or 
teacher  within  the  church  and  that 
branch  churches  usually  exclude 
women  and  men  who  come  out, 
with  some  exceptions  made  for 
those  who  are  “working  on  their 
healing.” 

“Anybody  that’s  proud  of  be¬ 
ing  gay,  who  brings  a  lover  to 
church  and  says  ‘This  is  my 
spouse  ’  is  thrown  out.” 

Nevertheless,  in  the  view  of 
Christian  Science  officials,  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  male  rights  move¬ 
ment  is  not  all  decadence.  The 
editors  of  the  Monitor,  in  a  col¬ 
umn  published  in  November  of 
1977,  said  the  fact  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  immoral  does  not 
mean  they  should  be  deprived  of 
basic  constitutional  rights.  Homo¬ 
sexuals,  said  the  editors,  are  im¬ 
moral  because  they  engage  in  sex¬ 
ual  activities  unrelated  to  procrea¬ 
tion  and  condemned  by  the  book 
of  Leviticus.  However,  they 
added,  “there  can  be  no  justi¬ 
fication  for  mistreatment  of 
homosexuals  [who]  often  suffer 
blatant  discrimination  in  ... 
housing,  employment  and  such 
areas  as  bank  loans...” 

The  editors  continued,  “But  the 
law  should  also  protect  society’s 
right  to  determine,  on  an  indivi¬ 
dualized  basis,  whether  certain 
rights  ought  to  be  withheld  in 
cases  where  a  person’s  sexual 
habits  are  relevant  to  performance 
of  a  job  or  could  have  adverse 
social  consequences.  In  this  regard 
the  same  high  standards  ought  to 
be  applied  not  only  to  homosex¬ 
uals  but  to  all  individuals  with 
moral  problems  potentially  harm¬ 
ful  to  society.” 

GCN  asked  Maggie  Lewis, 
whom  Madson  described  as  her 


best  friend  at  the  Monitor, 
whether  she  feels  Madson’s  les¬ 
bianism  influenced  her  writing. 
Lewis  replied,  "The  righteously 
indignant  thing  to  say  would  be: 
absolutely  not.  But  then 
anybody’s  personal  experience 
does  something  to  the  way  they 
look  at  the  world  and  perhaps 
[Chris’]  was  a  valuable  point  of 
view.” 

Lewis  said  Madson’s  firing  was 
“a  big  loss  to  the  paper.  It’s  a 
shame.  She  had  a  lot  of  skill  and 
fascination  with  reporting.” 

Does  Lewis  think  church  of¬ 
ficials  are  wrong  in  their  classify¬ 
ing  lesbianism  as  a  sickness? 
“What  1  see  is  not  what  the 
church  sees.  1  don’t  think 
anybody  really  knows.  Speaking 
for  myself,  1  think  you  have  to 
work  it  out  between  you  and  God. 
That’s  not  what  the  church  thinks 
and  1  would  say  they  are  wrong  if 
1  knew  whether  it  is  a  sickness  or 
not.  But  1  don’t  know.” 

Madson  said  her  co-workers  in 
the  newsroom  were  “very  sup¬ 
portive”  to  her  during  the  ordeal, 
which  lasted  about  two  weeks. 
Her  boss,  Special  Sections  Editor 
Kurt  Sitomer,  “didn’t  give  up  un¬ 
til  the  morning  1  left  trying  to  find 
a  way  out  of  it.” 

Madson,  still  a  member  of  the 
“mother  church,”  has  not  de¬ 
cided  whether  to  sue  her  former 
employer.  Two  sizable  obstacles 
stand  in  the  way  of  her  suing  on 
the  ground  that  she  has  been  dis¬ 
criminated  against  as  a  lesbian. 
First,  the  courts  have  consistently 
ruled  that  religious  institutions 
have  a  right  to  impose  moral  doc¬ 
trines  different  from  those  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  the  state.  (This  pre¬ 
cedent  is  currently  being  chal¬ 
lenged  by  lesbians  and  gay  men  at 
Georgetown  University  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  where  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  on  sexual  orientation  is 
illegal.) 

Secondly,  discrimination  based 
on  sexual  preference  is  not  illegal 
in  Massachusetts  and  Title  7  of  the 
federal  civil  rights  act  has  not  been 
successfully  used  to  redress  vic¬ 
tims  of  anti-lesbian  bigotry. 

Nevertheless,  according  to  a 
local  feminist  attorney  who  deals 
frequently  with  employment 
discrimination  cases,  Madson 
does  have  a  few  legal  avenues 
open  to  her  if  she  decides  to  sue. 
She  could  charge  her  former 

continued  on  page  6 


Bulletin 


WASHINGTON,  DC  — 
As  GCN  goes  to  press,  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee 
has  approved,  by  a  vote  of 
10  to  7,  a  proposed  Con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  that 
seeks  to  reverse  the  1973 
Supreme  Court  decision 
upholding  the  right  of 
women  to  have  abortions. 

The  amendment,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Senator  Orrin 
Hatch  (R-Utah),  would 
enable  Congress  and  in¬ 
dividual  states  to  adopt  laws 
banning  abortion. 

The  vote  opens  the  way 
for  full  Congressional 
debate  on  the  amendment. 
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News  Notes 


quotes  of  the  week 

“It  was  extremely  disgusting  and  shouldn’t  be 
allowed  in  the  home.” 

“Massachusetts  Gov.  Edward  King,  after  being 
shown  film  clips  of  an  unidentified  movie  shown  on 
cable  TV  which  included  “a  graphic  depiction  of  a 
lesbian  love  scene."  Quoted  in  the  Boston  Herald 
American,  Jan.  14,  1982. 

•  •  • 

“This  year,  we  published  an  experimental  issue 
of  the  magazine  Chana  con  Chana  (Cunt  to  Cunt),  a 
lesbian  journal  containing  interviews,  artwork  and 
material  on  lesbianism  and  feminism.  The  word 
‘chana’  cannot  be  merely  defined  as  the  female  sexual 
organ,  it  is  much  broader.  To  some  it  sounds  like 
‘chance’  (opportunity),  to  others  like  ‘chama’  (flame). 
The  important  thing  is  to  free  yourself  from  previous 
connotations.” 

— from  the  statement  of  the  Grupo  de  Acao  Les- 
bico-Feminista  (Lesbian  Feminist  Action  Group)  of 
Brazil.  Translated  by  Connexions,  and  quoted  in  off 
our  backs. 


oh,  henry 

NEWARK,  NJ  —  Nancy  Kissinger  has  pleaded  in¬ 
nocent  to  charges  of  assault  stemming  from  an  inci¬ 
dent  at  Newark  Airport  in  February,  according  to  the 
New  York  Daily  News. 

The  charges  were  brought  by  Ellen  L.  Kaplan  of 
New  York  City,  who  says  that  Kissinger  attacked  and 
choked  her  after  Kaplan  asked  Kissinger’s  husband, 
former  secretary  of  state  Henry  Kissinger,  “Why  do 
you  sleep  with  young  boys  at  the  Carlyle  Hotel?” 

The  Daily  News  story,  also  run  by  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Post,  reports  that  Kaplan  and  a  companion  say 
they  were  “distributing  literature  for  the  Fusion 
Energy  Foundation,  a  group  advocating  accelerated 
nuclear  energy  development,  increased  economic  de¬ 
velopment  of  all  sorts,  and  increased  world  popula¬ 
tion.” 

According  to  the  Daily  News,  Kaplan  said,  “I  ask¬ 
ed  him  two  questions.  First,  I  asked  him  ‘Why  did  you 
consciously  prolong  the  Vietnam  war?’  He  just  said 
‘Jesus  Christ’  and  kept  walking. 

“Then  I  asked  him  the  other  question,  and  Nancy 
attacked  me  —  she  lunged  at  me  and  grabbed  me  by 
the  throat. ...  I  saw  a  report  about  him  and  young  boys 
at  that  hotel.  I  asked  him  because  I  wanted  to  see 
what  he’s  made  of.” 

Kaplan  told  the  Daily  News  that  she  was  pro¬ 
tected  by  Henry  Kissinger’s  bodyguards,  who  pulled 
Kissinger  away  from  Kaplan. 

Kissinger’s  attorney  said  that  she  had 
“touched  her  [Kaplan]  lightly  on  the  neck.”  A  hearing 
is  scheduled  for  May  26. 


conferences 

The  Integrity  Institute  for  Pastoral  Development 
will  again  be  offering  continuing  education  work¬ 
shops  in  the  area  of  counseling  and  homosexuality 
for  clergy  and  other  helping  professionals.  Integrity, 
the  gay  and  lesbian  organization  within  the  Episcopal 
Church,  announced  in  a  release  that  the  workshops 
“focus  on  helping  clergy  to  sharpen  their  counseling 
skills  in  pastoral  situations  where  homosexuality  is 
an  issue.  They  also  include  a  heavy  emphasis  on 
strategies  for  parish  educational  and  intentional 
forms  of  ministry  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
communities.”  More  information  is  available  from 
Donn  Mitchell,  1021  S.  Farragut  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA 

19143 . An  all  day  conference  for  parents  and 

families  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  take  place  on 
March  27  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  The  call  for  the  con¬ 
ference  notes  that  “We  feel  that  it  is  important ...  to 
break  through  the  myths  and  stereotypes  that  sur¬ 
round  gay  people,  to  let  parents  and  relatives  know 
that  they  are  not  alone,  and  to  provide  a  space  where 
sensitive  issues  can  be  dealt  with  compassionately 
and  where  support  can  be  offered.”  More  info:  Human 
Sexuality  Office,  3116  Michigan  Union,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml 
48109. 


brown  out 

PROVIDENCE,  Rl  —  An  effort  to  establish  a  na¬ 
tional  organization  of  lesbian  and  gay  graduates  of 
Brown  University  has  made  some  progress,  according 
to  a  press  release. 

The  group  was  begun  in  response  to  an  exchange 
of  pro-  and  anti-gay  letters  that  appeared  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity’s  alumni  magazine,  according  to  the  release. 

Alumni/ae  from  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  Hampshire  have  met  three  times  since  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  have  a  fourth  meeting  scheduled  for  March 
20  in  Cambridge,  MA. 

Information  on  this  group  or  on  starting  others 
like  it  is  available  at  (617)  720-1870. 


concrete  action 

WELLINGTON,  New  Zealand  —  Protests  from 
pro-abortion  groups  have  convinced  the  Odeon 
cinema  chain  to  stop  showing  a  commercial  from  the 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  the  Unborn  Child  (SPUC), 
according  to  an  item  from  Spare  Rib  noted  in  off  our 
backs. 

The  commercial  showed  the  growth  of  a  fetus  up 
to  12  weeks  in  the  womb,  with  the  theme,  “Let’s  make 
the  New  Zealand  womb  a  safe  place  to  live.”  The 
commercial  had  been  given  a  “non-offensive”  rating 
by  New  Zealand  censors. 

According  to  Spare  Rib,  “Feminists’  protests 
included  damaging  screens,  pouring  quick  setting 
cement  down  toilets  and  letting  off  smoke  bombs. 
The  police  advised  the  theatre  chain  to  withdraw  the 
film.” 


Would  he  say  it  to  their  faces?  Wisconsin  Rep.  David 
Clarenbach  looks  on  as  Gov.  Lee  Dreyfus  signs  the  nation’s 
first  anti-discrimination  law  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  on 
Feb.  25  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  33).  Right-wing  minister 
Rev.  Bob  Jones  reacted  to  the  new  law,  calling  Wisconsin  a 
“perverted  depraved  state”  (see  below). 


war  on  our  faith 

SHAUMBERG,  IL  —  The  passage  of  statewide 
gay/lesbian  rights  legislation  in  Wisconsin  has  not 
gone  unnoticed  by  at  least  one  member  of  the  right- 
wing  religious  fringe.  The  Rev.  Bob  Jones,  head  of 
Bob  Jones  University,  called  Wisconsin  a  “perverted, 
depraved  state”  while  preaching  to  a  “freedom  rally” 
in  this  Chicago  suburb  in  February,  according  to 
Chicago  Gay  Life. 

“Take  Wisconsin,”  said  Jones,  according  to  Gay 
Life.  “They  just  passed  a  law  there  that  says  you  can’t 
fire  a  person,  even  from  your  own  church,  because 
he’s  a  homosexual.  .  .  .  [That’s]  the  work  of  the 
Antichrist.” 

Jones  also  attacked  President  Reagan  as  a 
“traitor  to  God’s  people”  because  of  Reagan’s  op¬ 
position  to  the  granting  of  tax-exempt  status  to 
private  universities  that  practice  racial  discrimination 
on  “religious”  grounds.  “The  state  is  declaring  war  on 
our  faith,”  Jones  told  a  crowd  of  about  700.  “We  are  in 
warfare.  Spiritual  wickedness,  that’s  our  enemy.”  Gay 
Life  notes  that  “his  words  were  met  with  loud  ap¬ 
plause  and  shouts  of  ‘Amen,  brother!’  ” 

Reagan  initially  supported  tax  exemption  for  raci¬ 
ally  discriminatory  universities,  including  Bob  Jones 
University,  but  withdrew  his  support  following  an 
uproar  from  civil  rights  groups.  His  subsequent  op¬ 
position  to  tax-exempt  status  for  such  institutions, 
however,  has  not  been  vigorous. 


twentieth  century  bucks 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Twentieth  Century  Fox  reports 
that  the  movie  Making  Love  is  doing  “extremely  well,” 
according  to  a  story  by  Lisa  M.  Keen  entitled  “Making 
Loot”  in  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  movie,  the  industry’s  first  attempt  to  market 
a  film  directed  at  both  gay  and  mainstream  audiences, 
concerns  a  doctor  who  leaves  his  wife  for  a  gay  man. 

“The  film  is  doing  extremely  well  in  all  markets,” 
Barry  Lorie,  Fox’s  senior  vice  president  in  charge  of 
publicity  and  promotion  told  the  Blade.  “Making  Love 
is  a  very,  very  successful  picture  and  it  is  playing  at 
comparable  levels  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  and  Salt  Lake 
City  as  it  is  in  D.C.,  L.A.  and  New  York  where  there  are 
large  gay  communities,”  Lorie  told  the  Blade. 

Fox  spent  $9  million  making  the  film  and  another 
$5V2  million  promoting  it.  It  was  released  on  Feb.  12  at 
363  theatres,  notes  the  Blade,  and  the  film  “grossed 
over  $3  million  in  its  first  four  days  (an  average  of 
$8,300  per  screen).  In  comparison,  MGM’s  Cannery 
Row,  which  opened  on  the  same  date  in  over  700 
theatres  grossed  only  half  that  amount  in  four  days.” 


transfer  of  anger 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  son  of  the  deputy 
mayor  of  San  Francisco  has  been  charged  with  three 
counts  of  misdemeanor  battery  in  a  queer-bashing 
incident  that  took  place  on  Jan.  25,  according  to  the 
Sentinel. 

Andy  Shallal  said  that  he  was  assaulted  on  a  bus 
by  Timothy  Roff,  21,  son  of  Deputy  Mayor  Hadley  Roff, 
and  two  other  men.  Shallal  maintains  that  he  and  a 
friend  were  riding  on  the  bus  when  three  men  and  a 
woman  boarded.  One  of  the  men  threw  a  transfer  at 
Shallal  and  called  him  “Faggot!”  He  says  he  picked 
up  the  transfer  and  walked  to  where  the  group  was 
sitting.  “  ‘Didn’t  you  lose  your  transfer?’  I  asked  him 
and  ‘What  did  you  call  me?’  ”  notes  the  Sentinel 
article. 

“He  replied  ‘Nothing.’  I  was  satisfied  with  ‘noth¬ 
ing.’  Halfway  back  to  my  seat,  two  other  guys  blocked 

my  path _ Then  one  hit  me  on  the  side  of  the  face _ 

The  other  two  also  hit  me.  I  was  surrounded,”  Shallal 
told  the  Sentinel. 

The  Sentinel  reports  that  the  bus  driver  eventu¬ 
ally  called  the  police,  who  arrested  the  trio  about  half 
a  block  from  the  bus. 

Deputy  Mayor  Roff  commented  that  his  son  “has¬ 
n't  remotely  been  involved  or  charged  with  anything 
like  this  before.  I  hope  that  the  gay  community 
wouldn’t  presume  to  assign  guilt  before  a  trial.” 

Shallal  commented,  “You  can’t  really  blame  the 
father  for  what  he  did.  But  the  publicity  involved  could 
help  make  people  aware  of  the  problem.” 


dare  to  struggle 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Dykes  Against  Racism 
Everywhere  (DARE)  has  begun  a  campaign  of  material 
support  for  the  South  West  Africa  People’s  Organiza¬ 
tion’s  (SWAPO)  Women’s  Council.  DARE  is  seeking 
contributions  of  sanitary  napkins,  all  sizes  of 
underwear,  bras,  washing  and  bathing  soap,  and 
petroleum  jelly.  The  materials  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Women’s  Council  for  distribution  in  refugee  camps  in 
Angola,  according  to  a  letter  from  DARE  in  New  York. 

SWAPO  and  its  Women’s  Council  is  one  of  the 
groups  fighting  the  apartheid  regime  in  South  Africa, 
along  with  the  African  National  Congress  and  the  Pan- 
African  Congress  of  Azania.  The  DARE  letter  notes 
that  support  in  the  U.S.  for  SWAPO  and  other  such 
organizations  “is  particularly  important  now  that  the 
U.S.  government  is  taking  a  more  aggressive  position 
in  support  of  the  racist  apartheid  regime.” 

In  its  call  for  material  aid,  the  SWAPO  Women’s 
Council  states  that  “South  African  occupationist 
troops  also  increase  their  repression  over  our  people 
by  burning  down  villages,  foodstuffs  and  raping  our 
women  in  public.  This  kind  of  situation  has  forced 
thousands  of  women  to  come  outside  to  look  for  bet¬ 
ter  shelter  in  Angola  where  we  have  almost  35,000 
women.” 

The  DARE  letter  encourages  contributions  or  the 
initiating  of  similar  campaigns  in  areas  outside  of 
New  York.  They  can  be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box  914, 
Stuyvesant  Station,; New  York,  NY  10009. 


to  be  with  her  girlfriend 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  A  Roseville  (Calif.)  lesbian 
has  filed  suit  against  the  California  Highway  Patrol 
and  the  Sacramento  Police  Department,  charging  that 
she  was  the  victim  of  police  brutality  stemming  from 
an  incident  early  on  New  Year’s  Day. 

According  to  Mom  .  .  .  Guess  What!,  a  Sacra¬ 
mento  lesbian  and  gay  paper,  June  Ruckman  is  charg¬ 
ing  that  a  Highway  Patrol  officer  stopped  and  subse¬ 
quently  arrested  her  lover,  Kristine  Molder,  for 
drunken  driving  while  the  two  women  and  a  friend 
were  driving  on  a  freeway  at  about  2  a.m.  The  suit 
charges  that  Ruckman  asked  to  see  Molder  after  she 
had  been  locked  in  the  patrol  car.  The  officer  refused, 
Ruckman  began  sobbing  and  called  him  an  obscenity. 
Then,  according  to  Mom . . .  Guess  What!,  “the  officer 
allegedly  pulled  her  out  of  the  car  by  her  hair,  threw 
her  onto  the  ground,  repeatedly  banged  her  head 
against  the  ground,  handcuffed  her,  pulled  her  off  the 
ground  by  her  hair  and  said,  ‘You  said  you  wanted  to 
be  with  your  girlfriend,  now  you’re  going  to  be  with 
her.’  Ruckman  says  he  called  her  a  ‘bulldyke’  and  a 
‘man’  and  said  he  was  disgusted  with  people  like  her.” 

Ruckman’s  suit  notes  that  she  was  further  abus¬ 
ed  at  the  police  station,  and  was  not  allowed  to  have  a 
blanket,  make  a  phone  call,  or  talk  to  anyone.  She 
alleges  that  when  she  was  taken  to  the  booking  room, 
the  arresting  officer  said,  “They’re  queer.  And  that’s 
her  girlfriend.  Don’t  put  them  together.” 

Ruckman  was  charged  with  public  drunkenness 
and  resisting  arrest,  although  she  was  never  given  a 
sobriety  test,  notes  Mom . . .  Guess  What!.  Molder  was 
released  on  her  own  recognizance. 
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News  Analysis 

Lesbians,  Gays  and  the  UN  Disarmament  March 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

BOSTON  —  A  massive  march  for  nuclear  disarmament 
has  become  the  stimulus  for  both  energy  and  conflict  among 
peace  activists.  Differences  of  opinion  about  the  goals  of  the 
march,  how  to  organize  it  and  do  outreach,  and  the  visibility 
of  some  issues  and  constituencies,  including  that  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  have  been  debated  in  Boston  and  New  York 
for  the  last  several  weeks. 

The  march,  planned  for  June  12  at  the  United  Nations, 
has  been  inspired  in  part  by  the  massive  anti-nuclear  war 
demonstrations  held  in  Europe  last  year.  (A  corresponding 
European  march  for  June  is  also  reported  to  be  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  stage.)  June  6  will  mark  the  opening  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Second  Special  Sessions  on  Disarmament  (UN  SSD 
II).  These  talks  will  continue  the  first  set  of  UN  special  ses¬ 
sions  on  disarmament,  which  were  held  in  1978  at  the  in¬ 
stigation  of  Third  World  nations.  Several  national  peace 
groups  have  been  planning  the  march  since  1978. 

Currently,  there  are  organizing  efforts  in  most  major  east 
coast  cities.  Boston  organizing  work  began  last  fall,  with 
concurrent  efforts  by  both  the  Mobilization  for  Survival  (an 
anti-nuclear  group  formed  in  1977  by  a  coalition  of  peace 

Local  feminist  Margaret  Cerullo: 
"This  march  may  be  very  significant: 
the  media  and  the  American  public 
may  identify  it  as  the  American  peace 
movement.  " _ 

groups;  now  a  membership  organization  locally)  and  the 
Disarmament  Action  Network  (a  coalition  of  about  50  local 
peace  groups).  The  two  efforts  were  combined,  and  a  local 
SSD  II  office  opened  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

A  Feb.  5  public  forum  to  kick  off  the  local  SSD  II  Cam¬ 
paign  caused  a  behind-the-scenes  controversy  when  Sid 
Peck  was  publicized  as  a  major  speaker.  Peck,  a  tenured 
professor  at  Clark  University,  has  been  charged  with  sexual 
harassment  by  two  women  faculty  members.  He  has 
counter-sued  for  millions  in  libel  damages.  Peck’s  official 
role  in  the  national  SSD  II  Campaign  has  been  as  a  staff  per¬ 
son  for  the  International  Peace  Bureau,  for  which  he  acts  as 
a  liaison  with  European  and  Japanese  groups.  He  has  aided 
in  local  Boston  organizing  efforts  since  last  fall,  and  is  active 
in  the  local  fundraising  task  force.  He  is  perceived  as  having 
a  powerful  role  in  influencing  the  direction  of  the  local  cam¬ 
paign,  and  his  planned  appearance  at  the  Feb.  5  forum  was 
seen  as  “a  slap  in  the  face  to  feminists  hoping  to  work  on  the 
march,”  according  to  local  feminists. 

An  ad  hoc  committee  of  feminists,  anti-draft,  and  anti¬ 
nuclear  energy  activists  negotiated  for  a  compromise: 
Margaret  Cerullo,  a  local  feminist,  was  added  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  give  a  speech  on  sexism  in  the  ’60s  anti-war  move¬ 
ment,  with  the  stipulation  that  Peck  not  be  mentioned. 

But  issues  soon  moved  beyond  Peck’s  involvement.  As 
Cerullo  told  GCN,  “Sid  Peck’s  conspicuous  role  in  the  local 
SSD  II  campaign  alerted  us  to  other  disagreements  we  have 
with  the  way  things  are  being  done.  It  goes  beyond  sexism, 
and  has  to  do  with  the  politics  of  the  Campaign.  The  move¬ 
ment  against  nuclear  weapons  is  growing,  but  the  way  it  will 

SSD-II  Staff  person  Louise  Bruyn: 
“ Some  people  who  are  coming  in  on 
just  one  issue,  nuclear  disarmament, 
are  frightened  off  and  angered  by  the 
fight  to  include  other  issues.  " 

be  carried  out  makes  all  the  difference.  Will  it  be  a  single 
issue  strategy  that  is  willing  to  trade  things  off?  If  they  stop 
building  nuclear  weapons,  will  we  agree  to  the  build-up  of 
the  draft  and  conventional  weapons?  Would  this  help 
change  our  notions  of  militarism,  power,  and  how  people 
from  different  backgrounds  can  work  together?  Will  it  be  a 
narrow  focus  event  which  tries  to  recruit  among  the  main¬ 
stream  of  society,  among  the  very  people  who  have  permit¬ 
ted  us  to  get  to  this  place?  A  lot  of  activists  care  deeply  about 
disarmament,  but  they  also  care  about  how  we  develop  a 
movement  towards  it.  This  march  may  be  very  significant: 
the  media  and  the  American  public  may  identify  it  as  ‘ the 
American  peace  movement’.” 

To  those  who  felt  they  had  planned  and  structured  the 
campaign  from  the  start,  the  objections  were  seen  as  divisive 
and  disruptive  of  organizing  efforts.  At  a  general  meeting 
on  March  1,  concerns  were  hotly  debated  by  about  150  peo¬ 
ple  for  four  hours.  Louise  Bruyn,  of  the  staff  of  both  the 
SSD  II  campaign  and  the  American  Friends  Service  Com¬ 
mittee,  told  GCN: 

“My  belief  is  that  the  simpler  we  keep  this  one,  the  more 
likely  we  are  to  bring  people  in  over  a  longer  term.  I  know 
where  I  was  fifteen  years  ago,  when  I  began  to  draw  it  in  a 
little  at  a  time.  The  whole  process  around  the  Vietnam  war 
was  one  of  learning.  We  were  initially  turned  off  by  the 
bloodshed  and  napalm,  but  later  we  also  learned  the  rela¬ 
tionship  to  corporate  profits,  to  racism,  and  a  lot  more.  But 
nobody  told  me  I  had  to  believe  all  that  to  begin  with,  to  go 
to  a  demonstration.  Some  people  who  are  coming  in  on  just 
one  issue  —  nuclear  disarmament  —  are  frightened  off  and 
angered  by  the  fight  to  include  other  issues.  It’s  this  view  of 
a  new  constituency  that  is  making  some  of  us  hold  off.” 

One  of  the  issues  some  consider  problematic  is  the  extent 
of  visibility  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  march.  Local  les¬ 
bians  were  disturbed  when  a  day-long  workshop  to  set  up 
outreach  task  forces,  held  on  Feb.  6,  had  no  lesbian/gay 
component.  (Other  task  forces  set  up  that  day  included 
divinity  students,  community  groups,  etc.)  According  to 


Louise  Bruyn,  “the  way  we  organized  it  was  that  each  group 
had  to  have  someone  to  lead  it.  For  the  lesbian/gay  one,  we 
did  not  have  somebody  with  us  that  we  knew  could  do  it.” 

It  appears  that  the  outreach  done  initially  by  the  SSD  II 
Campaign  and  the  Mobilization  for  Survival  was  specific  to 
groups  concerned  with  disarmament.  No  such  active  groups 
exist  in  the  local  lesbian/gay  community,  to  this  reporter’s 
knowledge.  Bruyn  also  told  GCN  that  she  personally  had 
done  outreach  when  she  gave  a  sermon  on  peace  to  the  Bos¬ 
ton/Dignity  group  on  Jan.  24,  urging  them  to  go  to  the 
march  in  a  bus  marked  “Dignity/Boston.”  Dignity  told 
GCN  it  is  planning  to  send  a  bus. 

The  need  for  a  lesbian/gay  outreach  task  force  was 
brought  up  by  feminists  at  a  meeting  of  the  campaign’s 
coordinating  committee  which  consists  of  leaders  of  other 
outreach  and  functional  task  forces.  Participants  at  this 
meeting  discussed  the  possibility  of  keeping  a  low  profile  on 
controversial  issues  such  as  lesbian/gay  rights,  abortion, 
draft,  nuclear  energy,  and  U.S.  intervention  in  the  Third 
World.  It  was  feared  that  these  topics  might  cause  other 
people,  particularly  Catholics,  to  stay  away  from  the  march. 
But  lesbians  and  gays  found  unexpected  support  from  Sister 
Sue  Murphy  of  the  high  school/youth  task  force.  As  she 
told  GCN,  “At  some  meetings  we  discussed  goals,  such  as 
lesbian  and  gay  rights.  The  Catholic  position  was  used 
against  this,  by  someone  who  isn’t  Catholic,  and  I  got  con¬ 
cerned  because  what  was  said  wasn’t  exactly  true.  I  feel  that 
Catholics  want  to  make  it  known  that  it’s  a  choice  to  be  les¬ 
bian  and  gay,  and  that  among  my  order,  the  Sisters  of  Notre 
Dame,  they  would  wonder  why  lesbians  and  gay  men 
weren’t  present  in  any  issue  of  social  justice. 

“My  order  does  not  try  to  influence  the  official  position, 
but  to  take  public  positions  as  a  group  of  women,  in  regard 
to  such  issues  as  lesbian  and  gay  rights.” 

Despite  Sister  Murphy’s  comments,  Cerullo,  who  repre¬ 
sented  the  Newsletter  task  force  at  the  meeting,  told 
GCN /‘The  general  consensus  of  the  group  was  for  low 
visibility  and  people  said  that  even  to  have  a  lesbian/gay 
task  force  was  to  make  a  political  statement.  They  didn’t 
want  anything  beyond  that.  When  they  talk  about  doing 
outreach,  they  talk  about  bringing  people  into  their  cam¬ 
paign  without  taking  into  account  who  they  are  and  without 
letting  them  have  any  impact.”  But  a  lesbian  told  GCN, 
“The  attitude  of  this  committee  in  trying  to  protect  the 
public  reminds  me  of  the  mother  who  tells  the  gay  child  who 
comes  out  to  her,  ‘I  can  deal  with  it  but  don’t  tell  your 
father,  he’ll  have  a  heart  attack.'  ” 

When  presented  for  a  vote  at  the  March  1  general  meet¬ 
ing,  the  lesbian/gay  task  force  was  recognized,  along  with 
three  other  groups:  anti-draft,  anti-nuclear  energy,  and 
women’s  services.  But  the  general  membership  disagreed 
about  the  visibility  of  controversial  issues  and  constituen¬ 
cies,  and  the  goals,  structure  and  outreach  of  the  march. 

The  positions  taken  will  probably  seem  familiar  to  readers 
of  GCN  who  follow  the  annual  reports  of  disputes  over  les¬ 
bian/gay  pride  marches.  On  one  side  are  those  for  single¬ 
issue  goals  and  public-image  consciousness.  Among  gays, 
this  position  is  usually  represented  by  statements  such  as, 
“It’s  a  march  for  gay  rights  only,  and  let’s  dress  acceptably 
for  the  media.”  The  other  position  is  to  encourage  a  diversi¬ 
ty  of  issues  such  as  sexism,  racism  and  sexual  minorities 
within  the  lesbian/gay  community. 

For  the  SSD  II  march,  two  goals  were  chosen  at  a  meeting 
of  national  organizations  earlier  this  winter.  These  are:  1)  to 
freeze  and  reverse  the  arms  race;  and  2)  to  redirect  resources 
from  the  military  to  meet  human  needs.  A  third  proposed 
goal  was  rejected  when  the  group  split  over  whether  to  ob¬ 
ject  only  to  U.S.  intervention  in  the  Third  World,  or  to  in¬ 
tervention  by  any  country.  According  to  Leslie  Cagan  of  the 
national  SSD  II  march  staff,  “There’s  been  an  understand¬ 
ing  that  any  members  —  either  national  organizations  or 
local  organizing  efforts  —  might  choose  to  address  these  or 
other  issues  in  their  own  fashion.”  In  Boston  some  people 
are  willing  to  work  with  only  the  two  national  goals,  while 
others  feel  that  additional  goals  are  necessary. 

People  willing  to  work  with  only  the  two  goals  seem  to 
come  mostly  from  church-related  groups,  or  are  unaffiliated 
newcomers  to  the  disarmament  movement.  (I  will  call  them 
Position  A  for  reasons  of  brevity.)  In  addition  to  limiting 
the  goals,  they  also  want  the  thrust  of  outreach  to  be  appeal¬ 
ing  to  Americans  in  the  political  center.  One  adherent  of 
Position  A,  who  did  not  want  to  be  identified,  told  GCN, 
“My  assumption  is  that  we  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  stop 
the  arms  race  by  mobilizing  only  the  people  on  the  pro¬ 
gressive  left.  We  need  a  broader  segment  of  the  population. 
The  reason  we  are  engaged  in  the  arms  race  now  is  because 
the  great  middle  part  of  our  population  is  uneducated  and 
unresponsive.  If  our  campaign  literature  includes  some 
issues  —  say  nuclear  power  or  lesbian/gay  rights  —  some 
people  from  the  public  at  large  won’t  want  to  join  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  ours.  We’ve  got  to  stop  the  arms  race  for  us  to  be 
able  to  continue  work  on  all  our  issues,  or  else  we  will  be 
faced  with  the  ashes  of  nuclear  holocaust.” 

In  order  not  to  alienate  the  center.  Position  A  adherents 
have  specified  certain  issues:  abortion,  anti-draft,  anti-U.S. 
intervention,  sexism,  racism  and  homophobia  —  whose 
mention  in  official  campaign  literature  they  want  to  limit. 
They  do  allow  verbal  discussion  and  do  not  ask  members  to 
limit  what  they  print  on  their  own,  non-official  Boston  SSD 
II  Campaign  literature. 

The  other  position,  which  I  shall  call  Position  B,  is 
popular  among  those  from  the  feminist,  anti-draft, 
anti-U.S.  intervention  and  lesbian  communities.  These  peo¬ 
ple  want  to  add  the  following  goals  to  the  march:  “1)  In 
order  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  peace  movement,  this 
campaign  is  committed  to  fighting  sexism,  racism  and 
homophobia  both  internally  and  externally,  and  2)  We 
stand  opposed  to  U.S.  involvement  in  any  war,  conven¬ 


tional  and  nuclear,  and  we  therefore  oppose  any  step  toward 
war,  such  as  draft  or  military  intervention.” 

They  also  disagree  with  the  structure  of  the  organization, 
which  they  feel  inhibits  the  empowering  of  oppressed  groups 
and  limits  free  discussion  of  issues.  They  feel  that  outreach 
particularly  to  people  of  color,  should  be  more  aggressive 
and  that  it  would  be  more  effective  if  the  goals  were 
broadened.  Mawina  Sowa,  of  the  African  People’s  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Party,  told  GCN  about  the  similar  conflict  in  New 
York. 

‘  ‘Our  major  focus  is  on  the  question  of  U  .S.  intervention 
in  the  Third  World,”  said  Sowa.  “The  larger  group  didn’t 
see  that  as  a  focus,  but  we  do,  since  we  are  the  ones  most  af¬ 
fected  by  U.S.  policies  both  internatinally  and  domestically. 
The  U.S.  going  into  El  Salvador,  or  Africa,  or  the  Middle 
East,  we  see  as  the  beginning  of  nuclear  war,  which  will 
come  about  from  a  conventional  war  first. 

“We  want  a  massive  education  and  mobilization  of  our 
community  around  the  question  of  peace.  The  whole  SSD  11 
[national]  committee  is  still  struggling  around  how  they  are 
going  to  relate  to  us.  We’d  like  to  see  them  resolve  their  own 
racism  and  political  immaturity,  and  to  be  able  to  unite 
millions  of  people  around  the  question  of  disarmament. 
Especially  since  it  was  the  Third  World  nations  who  called 
the  first,  and  are  now  calling  the  second  UN  SSD,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  that  they  listen  to  what  the  Third  World  is  saying.” 

Position  B  adherents  claim  that  participation  by  left  con¬ 
stituencies  should  not  be  assumed,  particularly  for  a 
narrow-issue  event.  According  to  anti-draft  activist  Frank 
Brodhead,  “They  believe  in  magic,  that  wars  begin  without 
a  cause  and  end  without  one  —  that  if  a  whole  lot  of  people 
get  together  on  one  day,  wars  will  end.  They  don’t  link 
things  to  the  causes  of  war,  so,  for  example,  they  see  abor¬ 
tion  as  an  “issue”  and  not  as  a  cause  of  war.  Wars  don’t 
start  because  we  have  nuclear  weapons,  but  because  we  get 
into  fights.  Are  we  going  to  suppress  all  discussion  and  just 
sell  bus  tickets?” 

Also  mentioned  as  a  factor  in  the  Position  A  desire  for 
low  visibility  of  related  broader  issues  is  funding  for  the 
march,  which  is  expected  to  cost  $200,000.  GCN  was  told  by 

Sister  Sue  Murphy:  “ Among  my 
order,  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame,  they 
would  wonder  why  lesbians  and  gay 
men  weren't  present  in  any  issue  of 
social  justice.  " 

national  SSD  II  staff  member  Leslie  Cagan  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  has  recieived  a  $30,000  grant  from  the  Veatch  Foun¬ 
dation,  which  is  related  to  the  Unitarian  Church.  Half  of 
this  money  is  earmarked  for  religious  outreach.  Five  other 
foundations  have  been  tapped  for  grants:  the  Rockefeller 
Family  Fund,  the  New  World,  Joint,  Norman,  and  Stern 
Foundations.  The  statement  of  purposes  of  the  Norman 
Foundation  holds  that  “priority  is  given  to  organizations 
that  develop  and  fulfill  strategies  to  organize  the  poor  and  to 
advocate  on  their  own  behalf,  and  to  create  institutions  over 
which  low-income  communities  have  control.”  Minorities, 
women  and  poor  are  specifically  mentioned.  The  Joint 
Foundation  stresses  civil  rights,  abortion,  reproductive 
freedom  and  equal  opportunity  for  minorities.  Louise 
Bruyn  told  GCN  that  the  local  SSD  II  Campaign  will  be  ap¬ 
plying  to  local  foundations,  churches  and  individuals  for 
funding,  although  specific  targets  have  not  been  selected 
yet. 

At  this  point,  it  is  unclear  how  the  conflicts  will  be  resolv¬ 
ed.  Nonetheless,  adherents  of  both  positions,  in  both 
Boston  and  New  York,  continue  to  have  high  commitment 
and  energy  for  the  march  and  related  activities.  Mawina 
Sowa  told  GCN,  “We’re  talking  about  getting  office  space, 
about  hiring  a  staff.  We  want  to  have  an  independent  im¬ 
pact  on  the  whole  demonstration.  We  want  to  put  four 
million  leaflets  into  the  hands  of  each  of  the  four  million 
people  of  color  in  New  York.  We’re  planning  that  kind  of  a 
massive  educational  and  mobilization  of  our  community. 
We  want  to  unite  with  all  the  progressive  forces  —  we  have 
internal  dynamics  in  our  community,  and  we  know  that  they 
have  internal  dynamics  in  theirs.  We  feel  very  strongly  that 

Anti-draft  activist  Frank  Brodhead: 
“ Wars  don't  start  because  we  have 
nuclear  weapons,  but  because  we  get 
into  fights.  Are  we  going  to  suppress 
all  discussion  and  just  sell  bus 
tickets?" _ 

positive  forces  will  emerge,  and  that  when  that  happens  we 
will  have  a  real  campaign  and  can  unite.” 

Louise  Bruyn  told  GCN,  “I  got  a  call  from  a  minister  in 
Connecticut  who  wanted  to  know  about  the  disagreements 
about  the  march.  He  said,  ‘We’ve  got  ten  buses  lined  up 
already,  and  I  wish  the  people  [arguing]  would  just  get  out 
of  the  way  and  let  us  come  down  to  New  York.’  I  feel  that 
out  there  is  such  growing  sympathy  of  people  to  express  fear 
and  anger  about  their  being  placed  in  a  jeopardized  position 
by  nuclear  weapons.  They  don’t  want  to  hear  the  fighting 
between  groups,  they  just  want  to  go.” 

Locally,  the  decision  of  Position  B  adherents  seems  to  be 
to  organize  for  the  march  within  the  SSD  II  campaign,  but 
to  emphasize  educating  people  about  the  many  issues  and 
movements  that  can  be  linked  to  disarmament.  The  les¬ 
bian/gay  task  force  has  begun  its  outreach  efforts  and 
welcomes  new  members,  donations,  and  resources.  They 
can  be  contacted  at  (617)  661-0974. 
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illuminating  letters 

Dear  People, 

1  have  enjoyed  reading  GCN over  the  past  year. 
Personally  I  find  the  Letters  pages  most  illumin¬ 
ating.  I  appreciate  them  as  a  forum  for  (usually 
impersonal)  debate  over  political  issues,  although 
the  triviality  and  vindictiveness  of  some  of  the  let¬ 
ters  astonished  me.  1  would  not  care  to  be  describ¬ 
ed  as  a  liberal,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  tolerance  of 
other  peoples’  differences  (a  liberal  character¬ 
istic,  but  not  synonymous  with  liberalism)  is 
something  many  of  us  would  do  well  to  think 
about.  Others  have  commented  (and  more  ar¬ 
ticulately)  that,  considering  that  one  of  our  major 
demands  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  is  tolerance 
from  the  straight  majority,  it’s  a  pity  we  can’t 
practice  what  we  preach  among  ourselves. 

The  issue  which  I  found  most  interesting  has 
been  that  of  lesbian/feminist  SM.  My  personal 
feeling  toward  the  subject  remains  one  of  dis¬ 
taste,  but  I  no  longer  find  it  incomprehensible, 
and  would  be  prepared  to  speak  out  in  support  of 
sisters  who  espoused  it. 

Many  thanks  to  the  staff  and  volunteers  at 
GCjY  who  consistently  turn  out  an  excellent  news¬ 
paper. 

Sincerely, 

Jean  Frances 
Ottawa,  Ontario 

goodbye,  janus 

To  the  Lesbian  and  Feminist  Communities: 

This  letter  is  to  explain  the  ending  of  Janus  as  a 
lesbian  feminist  therapy  collective.  We  are  writ¬ 
ing  because  we  feel  a  responsibility  to  the  lesbian 
and  feminist  community  in  the  Boston  area  to 
share  part  of  the  process  of  ending  the  collective. 

Janus  has  histoically  been  a  place  where  women 
could  go  for  counseling  or  therapy  knowing  that 
their  sexuality,  lesbian,  straight,  or  other,  would 
be  accepted  and  respected.  It  began  in  1975  as  an 
alternative  to  traditional  therapy  services  for  les¬ 
bians.  Over  the  years,  Janus  has  served  many 
other  functions  in  the  community  — rap  center, 
shelter,  meeting  place,  coordinator  of  other 
women’s  events,  organizer  of  the  first  New  En¬ 
gland  Feminist  Therapy  Conference,  sponsor  of  a 
softball  team  and  lesbian  mother’s  group,  to 
name  a  few.  It  has  also  been  a  catalyst  for  the 
development  of  other  groups  and  has  provided 
education  about  issues  of  concern  to  lesbians. 
Perhaps  most  importantly,  Janus  ws  the  first 
therapy  group  to  identify  itself  publicly  as  es¬ 
pecially  committed  to  lesbian  concerns. 

During  the  past  year,  we  found  ourselves  at  a 
critical  point  in  our  collective  process.  Collective 
functioning  had  been  a  way  of  life  for  many  in  the 
women’s  movement  in  the  late  ’60s  and  early  ’70s. 
Women  typically  voluntered  their  time  to  various 
groups  and  survived  economically  through 
holding  conventional  jobs.  In  recent  years  Janus, 
like  many  other  such  groups,  became  a  place 
where  members  made  their  living  exclusively  by 
the  services  they  provided  to  the  community. 

Due  to  economic  and  external  pressures,  the 
departure  of  the  original  collective  members,  and 
other  factors,  this  year  we  began  to  take  a  hard 
look  at  what  we  as  individuals  really  wanted.  We 
found  that  our  personal  and  professional  needs 
were  different  from  the  original  vision  of  Janus. 
Our  emphasis  had  shifted  from  community  in¬ 
volvement  toward  concentration  on  feminist 
therapy.  After  months  of  examination  of  our¬ 
selves  and  the  group,  we  decided  not  to  continue 
to  work  together. 

It  has  been  a  painful  but  also  very  productive 
process  that  has  brought  members  to  this  deci¬ 
sion.  It  has  been  particularly  hard  to  make  this 
choice  in  these  times  of  increased  repression  local¬ 
ly  and  nationally.  We  are  deeply  saddened  by  the 
loss  of  Janus  as  a  community  resource,  but 
strengthened  by  our  choices  and  caring  for  each 
other  as  we  go  our  separate  ways. 

While  we  will  not  be  working  together  at  Bay 
Street,  we  will  continue  to  make  our  counselling 
services  available  to  women.  Therefore,  we  will 
maintain  our  answering  service  at  661-2537.  Each 
of  the  collective  members  will  be  practicing  in  the 
area  and  will  be  available  through  the  answering 
service  at  this  time. 

We  thank  the  lesbian  and  feminisst  communi¬ 
ties  for  their  support  throughout  the  years. 
Sincerely, 

Martha  Alsup 
Jan  Chess 
Buffy  Dunker 
Vivien  Frachtenberg 
Toni  Schiff 
Hillary  Zevin 

Barbara  Bond,  Consultant 
Cambridge,  MA 


girls . . . 

GCN, 

I’m  certain  any  publication  who  chooses  to 
leave  out  a  whole  group  of  strong  wimmin  in  its 
paper’s  name  (yes,  I  know,  we  used  to  get  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  subtitle)  could  care  less  how  blatant  its 
misogyny  gets  but  I  will  register  another  outcry. 

The  womon  who  reviewed  Soldier  Girls  (\ ol.  9, 
No.  27),  obviously  takes  her  movies  more  serious¬ 
ly  than  she  takes  the  strong  wimmin  in  this 
documentary,  since  she  referred  to  them  as 
“girls”  umpteen  times.  What?  You  think  since 
the  movie  title  called  them  “girls”  that  is  law? 
Andrea,  before  you  can  be  taken  seriously  you 
must  be  willing  to  move  beyond  your  “girF’hood. 
Janet  Fay 
Cincinnati,  OH 


. . .  and  boys 

Dear  GCN: 

I  must  say  that  this  paper  is  going  all  the  way 
lesbian. 

This  paper  should  say:  Lesbian  Community 
News,  not  Gay  Community  News. 

This  is  my  second  time  to  prison. 

I  have  been  getting  GCN  since  mid-1976,  and 
over  the  past  two  years  this  paper  is  going  lesbian 
all  the  way. 

Hardly  ever  are  there  any  articles  about  the 
male  homosexual.  This  is  a  great  disappointment 
to  us  gays  in  prison. 

To  open  the  pages  of  GCN  and  read  about  the 
females  is  very  discontented.  Is  there  not  a  lot 
more  gay  men  than  females  in  prison? 

Speaking  for  the  state  prisons,  at  least  90  per¬ 
cent  of  them  ban  most  gay  material. 

GCN  would  no  doubt  be  put  on  the  banned  list 
if  it  were  at  all  sexual! 

Here  in  Michigan  we  can’t  even  have  gay  paper¬ 
backs,  nor  can  we  have  magazines  either,  unless 
you  count  Blueboy.  Big  deal  .  .  . 

Does  not  any  other  gay  males  have  the  guts  to 
speak  out?  Are  we  all  meek,  timid?  Well,  I,  for 
one,  am  not! 

I  speak  what  I  feel  is  in  my  heart.  It  seems  as  if 
everyone  is  content,  but  I  know  different! 

I  hope  you  print  this  letter.  Let  it  be  known  at 
least  one  fag  will  speak  up  regardless  of  the  ani¬ 
mosity. 

I  have  no  animosity.  I  would  like  to  just  read 
more  about  male  homosexuality.  I,  for  one,  have 
lost  interest  in  GCN. 

You  may  print  my  name  and  address. 

Shaun  Cassidy,  A-159973 
Marquette  Branch  Prison 
PO  Box  779 
Marquette,  MI  49855 


everyday  struggle 

Dear  GCN, 

1  am  writing  an  open  letter  in  response  to  the 
letter  from  Nina  Boal  (Jan.  23).  As  a  third  world, 
gay  socialist  prisoner  I  feel  we,  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bian  womin,  have  come  to  a  major  political 
crossroad.  The  time  is  now  for  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  to  not  only  be  assertive  about  our  gay  civil 
rights,  but  to  become  an  assertive,  integrated  part 
of  the  broad  spectrum  of  leftist  politics. 

This  course  of  thinking  is  not  new  in  the  gay 
community.  All  one  needs  to  do  is  look  at  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  lesbian  womin  with  the  feminist 
movement  in  the  1970s.  The  continuous  progress 
of  the  gay  rights  movement  is  paramount  in  the 
gay  community.  But  I  feel  the  time  is  now  for  les¬ 
bian  womin  and  gay  men  to  take  an  assertive 
stand  against  sexism,  racism,  classism  in  addition 
to  homophobia.  This  will  be  true  progress  for  the 
gay  community. 

As  a  black  gay  man  my  struggle  is  an  everyday 
thing.  My  belief  in  socialism  is  beautiful.  My  in¬ 
volvement  in  leftist  politics  is  a  very  gratifying, 
emotional  experience.  I  hear  and  read  about  gay 
men  and  lesbian  womin  reaching  out  to  become 
an  assertive,  integrated  part  of  the  mainstream 
left.  You  can  do  it!  And  to  do  so  is  true  progress 
for  the  gay  community. 

Struggling  in  Folsom  State  Prison, 

Emmette  Mitchell 
Box  C-22640 
Represa,  CA  95671 


prison  punks 

Dear  GCN, 

There  is  something  about  Ken  Carpenter’s 
“Speaking  Out”  piece  on  prison  sexuality  that 
bothers  me,  but  I  am  hard  put  to  say  what  it  is. 
Perhaps  it  is  that  he  spends  half  the  article  railing 
against  the  “myth”  of  prison  rape,  then  turns 
around  and  concedes  “the  reality  that  underlies 
the  myth.”  What  on  earth  does  he  mean  by 
“myth”?  He  seems  to  be  urging  us  to  add  an  ad¬ 
dendum:  “Yes,  all  this  happens,  but  there  are  also 
non-brutal  relationships  in  prison.”  Sure.  But 
there’s  a  lot  more  to  it  than  that. 

I  don’t  have  the  space  here  to  go  into  it  in 
detail,  but  for  a  gay  person,  a  relationship  is  the 
best  way  to  avoid  getting  raped;  if  you  don’t  “be¬ 
long  to”  somebody,  you’re  “common 
property.”  With  fear  of  rape  such  a  strong  and 
ever-present  motivating  factor,  the  relationship 
is,  non-violent  though  it  may  be,  still  tainted  by 
the  whiff  of  coercion,  the  fear  of  the  alternative. 

Sykes’  classification  of  prisoners  into 
“wolves,”  “punks,”  and  “fags”  is  basically  ac¬ 
curate,  reflecting  the  prisoners’  own  social  divi¬ 
sions.  I  note  that  Carpenter  does  not  deny  this 
classification,  only  the  idea  that  violence  is  ubi¬ 
quitous  among  these  three  groups.  As  a  gay  per¬ 
son,  he  looks  at  the  gays  and  finds  some  good 
relationships.  Hunky-dory!  But  what  about  the 
punks?  They  get  lost  in  the  shuffle,  and  yet  in 
most  prisons  there  are  far  more  punks  than  gays. 
Carpenter  concedes  that  punks  are  “usually  not 
homosexuals.”  In  fact,  they  become  punks  only 
through  rape  or  threat  of  rape;  then  they  enter 
into  a  relationship  in  order  to  avoid  rape.  Great, 
huh? 

There  is  a  crying  need  for  a  support  organiza¬ 
tion  and  publication  for  punks,  who  are  truly  the 
forgotten  people  in  all  this.  Not  being  gay,  their 
sensibilities  are  not  really  addressed  by  the  gay 
groups  and  media;  nobody  else  gives  a  damn 
about  the  victims  of  the  prison  rape/sexuality 
system.  Since  all  punks  are  victims  of  rape  or 
threat  of  it,  maybe  one  of  the  women’s  groups 
concerned  with  rape  can  take  up  a  concern  with 
this  area. 

Yes,  the  depiction  of  the  realities  of  prison  rape 
can  be  misused,  and  is.  It  seems  to  me,  though, 
that  by  far  the  more  serious  outside  misuse  of  the 
prison  sexuality  complex  comes  from  the  gay 
community  itself,  and  on  this  Carpenter  is 
strangely  silent.  Jailhouse  sex,  including  rape,  is 
one  of  the  most  important  topics  in  male  gay  por¬ 
nography,  whether  fiction,  films,  or  stills.  The 
producers  shovel  it  out,  and  the  gay  male  readers 
lap  it  up. 

And  what  does  this  mass  of  porno  show?  Why, 
jail  is  a  sexual  paradise,  rape  is  fun,  gang-rape 
even  better,  and  love  will  rule  the  bars.  New  York 
has  or  had  a  bar  called  “The  Cell-Block.”  Don’t 
we  envy  those  lucky  prisoners!’ . 

Shit! 

For  a  thorough  examination  of  these  matters, 
see  my  article,  “A  Punk’s  Song:  View  From  the 
Inside”  in  the  newly  published  book  Male  Rape, 
AMS  Press,  56  E.  13th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10003. 
“Donny  the  Punk” 

In  prison,  USA 

pro  musica, 
anti-gay 

One  of  our  subscribers,  Sturgis  Haskins,  wrote 
to  the  host  of  the  nationally  syndicated  radio  pro¬ 
gram,  Morning  Pro  Musica,  suggesting  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  music  by  gay  composers,  and  would  like 
to  share  the  following  correspondence  with 
GCN ’s  readers: 

Dear  Ms.  (sic)  Haskins: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  your  suggestion. 
It  is  not  the  First  time  the  suggestion  has  been 
made,  nor  the  first  time  that  I  have  turned  it 
down.  No  more  than  I  would  consider  program¬ 
ming  music  by  exclusively  heterosexual  com¬ 
posers  would  I  consider  a  program  devoted  to 
music  by  exclusively  gay  composers.  Even  if  it 
were  possible  to  ascertain  without  any  doubt  each 
individual’s  persuasion,  I  do  not  believe  that  sex¬ 
ual  preference  bears  any  relevance  to  the  inclu¬ 
sion  or  exclusion  of  Morning  Pro  Musica  offer¬ 
ings.  It  is  a  subject  for  exploration  and  exploita¬ 
tion  in  the  National  Enquirer,  People  Magazine, 
and  the  new  Boston  Herald,  not  for  Morning  Pro 
Musica.  With  all  due  respect,  I  think  the  idea  is  as 
ludicrous  as  a  program  of  music  by  married  com¬ 
posers  with  more  than  six  children. 

Respectfully, 

Robert  J.  (Lurtsema) 

Dear  Mr.  Lurtsema, 

Thank  you  for  your  prompt  and  honest  answer 
to  my  request  for  a  program  of  music  by  gay  com¬ 
posers. 

To  be  sure  it  may  not  be  easy  to  label  certain 
composers  by  their  sexuality,  and  many  of  their 
fans  might  be  surprised  or  offended  if  you  did. 

But  I  am  disturbed  by  your  failure  to  recognize 
the  existence  of  an  oppressed  minority  —  you 
who  are  a  leader  in  such  recognition,  be  it  women, 
blacks,  Poles,  or  Armenians. 

You  would  not  and  have  not  shrunk  from  air¬ 
ing  music  by  blacks  on  Martin  Luther  King  Day; 
what  is  so  ludicrous  about  playing  music  by  com¬ 
posers  even  you  admit  to  be  gay  on  Gay  Pride 
Day?  After  all,  as  the  joke  goes,  the  difference 
between  a  black  and  a  gay  is  that  the  black  doesn’t 
have  to  tell  his  mother. 

Sincerely, 

Sturgis  Haskins 
Stonington,  MA 
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Speaking  Out- - 

On  Monogamy 


By  Robin  Douglas 

I  am  writing  from  the  desperate  perspective  of  one  who  has  lived  the  past  four  months 
in  separation  from  his  lover,  who  is  living  800  miles  away.  When  my  lover  moved  to  the 
east  coast  we  parted  with  the  understanding  that  ours  is  a  committed  relationship,  sexually 
monogamous  and  infinitely  important.  We  also  fought,  cried,  kicked,  screamed  and,  final¬ 
ly,  reached  consensus  about  the  above  points,  including  that  of  sexual  monogamy,  con¬ 
trary  to  what  our  hormones  were  telling  us.  The  result  has  been  a  long  dry  haul,  with  me  in 
the  midwest,  finishing  school,  and  my  lover  beginning  a  life  in  New  England.  Both  of  us 
experienced  the  pain  and  frustration  of  not  being  sexual  when  we  wanted  to  be  sexual,  of 
being  lonely  in  a  frighteningly  empty  way  and,  most  angering  to  us  by  far,  of  not  feeling 
supported  in  our  separation  with  recognition  from  the  community  of  our  committed  rela¬ 
tionship. 

Mike  and  1  knew  when  he  left  the  midwest  how  difficult  the  maintenance  of  our  rela¬ 
tionship  would  be.  We  knew  this  not  so  much  through  reports  of  others  who’d  survived 
long-term  separations,  but  rathexlthrough  our  chagrined  observation  of  the  lack  of  such 
people  in  the  gay  male  community.  This  isn’t  to  say  that  there  are  no  men  who’ve  main¬ 
tained  relationships  over  the  course  of  years  —  often  through  separations  like  ours,  but  our 
experience  brought  us  into  contact  with  few  such  men,  especially  by  comparison  with  the 
number  of  couples  we  knew  whose  relationships  could  not  weather  such  distance.  Invari¬ 
ably,  the  reasons  they  listed  for  this  phenomenon  had  to  do  with  a  perceived  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  from  other  gay  men  they  associated  with.  The  validity  of  their  relationships  was  not 
acknowledged. 

We  may  have  been  confused  by  this,  too,  until  we  began  to  experience  it  ourselves. 
Though  the  lack  of  community  support  has  been  felt  by  us  on  many  levels,  the  most  glaring 
(and  simplest  to  illustrate)  is  that  of  sexual  monogamy.  As  previously  stated,  we  were 
acutely  aware  of  the  physical,  emotional  and  psychical  difficulties  abstinance  from  sex 
would  cause  us  both.  At  the  same  time  we  realized  that  our  relationship  was  at  a  point 
where  any  sexual  relation  outside  of  it  might  damage  it  irreparably.  Thus,  we  made  a 
mutual  commitment  to  ourselves  to  find  outlets  for  our  sexual  energies  that  did  not  involve 
the  participation  of  others.  (I  might  say  here  that  I  did  find  ways  of  being  “sexual”  without 
“having  sex.”  This  was,  for  me,  an  important  discovery,  for  it  broadened  my  view  of 
sexual-political  issues.) 

On  my  end  of  things,  I  encountered  a  few  flattering  proposals  for  sexual  liaison,  which 
I  responded  to  with  polite  but  firm  refusals.  One  man  who  approached  me  did  express  in¬ 
terest  in  just  how  my  relationship  with  Mike  functioned,  how  I  could  possibly  remain 
celibate,  and  why  I  wanted  a  monogamous  relationship  in  the  first  place.  1  appreciated  his 
inquiry  as  an  effort  to  understand  the  phenomenon  of  monogamy  as  something  new  to 
him,  much  as  it  is  a  novel  idea  to  many  members  of  the  gay  male  community.  1  explained 
that  I,  too,  was  a  member  of  the  culture  in  which  cruising,  tricking  and  non-coupling  were 
the  norm,  and  had  indeed  participated  in  such.  Further,  I  had  experienced  a  relationship 
(defined,  while  it  lasted,  as  a  “lover”  relationship)  which  attempted  to  overcome  the  con¬ 
straints  of  monogamy  and  allowed  for  sex  outside  the  relationship.  This  match  was  a 
dismal  failure,  due  largely  to  issues  of  trust  and  lack  of  it  that  surrounded  our  extra¬ 
relationship  encounters.  What  I  sought  in  a  lover  relationship  could  not  be  achieved  in  a 
non-monogamous  context  because  that  implies,  for  me,  a  lessening  of  intimacy  within  the 
primary  relationship. 

Though  I  knew  many  people  in  the  community  who  could  not  identify  with  my 
feelings  about  monogamy,  they  generally  respected  them  because  I  held  them,  and  1  was 
someone  they  respected  as  a  friend.  More  importantly,  though,  it  became  clear  to  me  that 
because  they  had  known  and  respected  Mike,  they  were  not  likely  to  challenge  our  commit¬ 
ment  once  the  particulars  of  it  were  explained.  This  was  all  well  and  good,  and  provided  me 
with  some  sense  of  community.  But  this  type  of  “support  by  exception”  falls  far  short  of 
what  we  needed  and,  I  fear,  merely  masks  the  underlying  feelings  that  Mike  encountered 
more  explicitly  in  the  east. 


Soon  after  he  settled  in  New  England,  Mike,  too,  received  proposals  for  sex  from  a 
few  men.  Though  he  may  have  been  flattered  and  surprised,  he  responded  in  the  same  way 
1  did.  But  instead  of  receiving  grudging  support,  he  was  met  (and  is  still)  with  constant 
challenge  of  him  and  his  decision  to  be  monogamous.  The  resultant  build-up  of  resentment 
on  both  his  part  and  on  that  of  the  men  who  would  like  to  sleep  with  him  has  been  a  great 
source  of  frustration  to  us.  It’s  true,  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  if  these  men  knew 
me  and  were  friends  of  mine,  they  would  react  in  the  same  way  as  my  friends  in  the 
midwest.  But  because  they  have  no  investment  in  such  a  friendship,  they  seem  more  apt  to 
vent  their  disapproval  of  Mike’s  decision  for  sexual  monogamy;  the  implication  is  that  this 
choice  is  invalid. 

By  extension,  the  implication  is  manifest  that  we,  as  a  couple,  have  adopted  a  traitor¬ 
ous  “mainstream”  lifestyle,  based  on  the  values  of  heterosexual  culture.  In  turn,  we  are 
seen  as  reversing  the  flow  of  the  sexual  revolution  as  it  benefits  gays.  This  contention 
betrays  a  dangerous  tendency  toward  homophobia  in  the  gay  community.  As  a  radical 
political  act,  our  monogamous  relationship  stands  for  itself  as  a  direct  challenge  to  a 
fascistic  culture  that  forbids  men  to  interact  in  loving  ways.  What  we  have  defined  as 
important  for  us  is  the  constant  deep-reaching  radical  analysis  of  what  it  means  to  be  gay  in 
this  world  with  regard  to  our  needs  as  individuals.  The  establishment  of  a  “party  line"  as 
to  our  needs  as  a  group  and  then  the  analysis  is  contrary  to  the  well-being  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  It  has  been  for  us  and  continues  to  be  incredibly  difficult  to  determine  who  we  are  and 
what  we  need  in  the  face  of  internal  community  stereotypes.  It  is  no  less  difficult  for  any 
lesbian  or  gay  man  to  define  an  existence  given  societal  homophobia.  To  do  so  is  impera¬ 
tive,  however,  if  we  are  to  successfully  combat  the  oppressive  status  quo.  Any  failure  to 
support  members  of  the  community  who  are  struggling  to  meet  their  individual  needs  is 
tantamount  to  political  suicide  when  we  all  get  called  up  to  be  judged  by  society.  The 
pressure  that  Mike  and  1  have  felt  in  reaction  against  our  monogamous  relationship  is  a 
sign  of  weakness  within  the  community.  Similarly,  the  other  frustrations  we’ve  faced,  and 
that  have  been  faced  by  others  throughout  the  community,  signal  the  dangerous  resig¬ 
nation  to  a  position  that  has  been  foisted  on  us  by  heterosexist  culture.  The  failure  to 
respond  with  rage  and  rebellion  whenever  a  community  member  is  harassed  or  assaulted; 
the  reluctance  to  support  man/boy  love  as  an  integral  facet  of  the  gay  community;  the  rele¬ 
gation  of  pornography  to  the  underside  of  our  culture  rather  than  the  acknowledgement  of 
it  as  an  affirmation  of  sexuality;  the  lack  of  solid  community  reaction  against  a  straight- 
controlled  bar  culture  that  would  keep  us  in  our  place;  the  explicit  suggestions  to  Mike  and 
me  that  our  interracial  relationship  cannot  work:  All  of  these  are  related  to  the  instance 
I’ve  described  as  self-oppressive  behavior  within  the  community.  As  such,  it  runs  counter 
to  the  aims  of  a  gay  movement  which  should  be  working  to  validate  the  non-orthodox,  not 
merely  to  provide  for  the  entrenchment  and  acceptance  of  stereotypes  intended  to  keep  us 
all  oppressed.  What  is  essential  to  this  revolution  is  the  exploration  of  ourselves  as  humans, 
as  people  with  needs  and  desires  and  feelings.  Subsequent  to  discovering  what  those  things 
are,  we  must  support  them  as  aspects  of  a  diverse  community.  Anything  less  is  unfair  to 
ourselves  and  to  those  who  turn  to  the  community  for  support. 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  Robin  and  Mike  will  have  been  reunited,  and  happily  beginning  a 
new  life  together  in  the  Eastern  United  States. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


more  than  existing 


Community  Voices 

holy  unions 


Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  the  letter  inquiring  for  help  with 
performing  a  “marriage”  ceremony  between  two 
gay  males,  perhaps  your  readers  would  like  to 
know  that  many,  not  all,  Unitarian  Universalist 
ministers  perform  such  ceremonies  as  part  of 
their  support  of  lesbian  and  gay  persons.  I  would 
be  glad  to  help  them  locate  someone  in  their 
vicinity.  And,  it  would  be  typical  that  the  couple 
involved  would  be  expected  to  help  plan  the 
ceremony  so  that  it  reflected  their  own  wishes  and 
feelings. 

Also  available  from  this  Office  is  a  Planning 
Guide  for  Same-Sex  Holy  Union  Ceremonies, 
compiled  for  clergy  who  would  like  to  begin  of¬ 
fering  such  services.  It  includes  an  example  of  a 
“Partnership  Contract,”  dealing  with  matters 
beyond  the  non-legal  scope  of  the  ceremony. 

Best  wishes, 

(Rev.)  Bob  Wheatly,  Director 
Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
Unitarian  Universalist  Association 
25  Beacon  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 

coalition  for 

lesbian/gay 

respectability? 

Dear  Editor, 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR)  claims  that  their  cause  is  the  Gay  Rights 
Bill  and  yet  they  can  get  only  forty  people  to  at¬ 
tend  their  meeting  and  a  number  of  them  were 
against  CLGR.  I  hope  that  the  gay  community  is 
getting  sick  of  CLGR’s  campaign  for  respectabil¬ 
ity.  Many  have  nicknamed  this  group  “The  Anti- 
Sex  League.” 

In  Houston,  when  gay  reactionaries  complain¬ 
ed  about  gay  prostitutes,  the  result  was  400  gay 
men  being  arrested.  The  tactic  of  our  enemies  is  to 
divide  and  conquer.  Our  enemies  are  being  aided 
by  those  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  seek  this  false 
notion  of  respectability.  When  will  they  learn  that 
gay  liberation  is  for  all  and  not  just  for  those  who 
fantasize  about  fitting  into  the  white,  upper  mid¬ 


dle  class.  Gays  and  lesbians  who  are  third  world 
people,  leather  people,  prostitutes,  boy  or  girl 
lovers,  atheists,  or  cross  dressers  find  that  they 
have  little  representation  in  the  movement.  We 
see  the  gay  minority  oppressing  minorities  within 
itself. 

How  could  Rothenberg  advocate  meeting  with 
Hassidic  Jews?  These  fanatics  advocate  our 
death.  The  gay  churches  attempt  to  rewrite  the 
bible.  We  must  accept  the  fact  that  the  Christian, 
jewish  and  islamic  religions  justifiably  advocate 
our  deaths.  They  are  simply  following  the  tenets 
of  their  religions  and  that  is  why  we  must  fight 
against  them  and  not  seek  to  join  them. 

These  religious  groups  have  had  thousands  of 
years  to  prove  themselves.  Millions  of  people 
have  suffered  and  died  because  of  religion.  We 
are  still  suffering  today.  Religion  denies  us  our 
sexual  rights;  our  right  to  take  our  natural  place 
in  the  animal  world.  They  threaten  our  very  lives. 
I  don’t  want  to  scream  as  they  are  putting  me  in 
the  oven.  Then  it  is  too  late.  We  must  stand 
together  or  we  will  fall  divided. 

People  like  Rothenberg  and  Humm  have  to 
realize  that  no  matter  how  many  business  suits 
they  wear  or  how  many  churches  they  kneel  in, 
they  are  considered  dirty  cocksuckers  like  the  rest 
of  us. 

Sincerely, 

Dominic  Florio,  President 
Gay  Atheist  League  of  America 
New  York  Chapter 
New  York,  NY 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  lelters 
should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE 
SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or 
less!)  in  length.  Anonymous  letters  will 
not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should 
be  addressed  to  Community  Voices, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


Dear  GCN, 

Those  of  us  out  here  in  the  hinterlands  ap¬ 
preciate  GCN\e ry  much  for  keeping  us  in  touch 
with  opinions  and  events  of  the  Metropoli.  For 
this  very  reason,  we  were  extremely  upset  and 
disappointed  at  your  review  of  Catch  the  Fire 
(March  6  issue). 

It  seems  a  shame  that  an  album  which  evokes 
such  depth  of  feelings  and  heights  of  conscious¬ 
ness  should  receive  a  review  based  on  cold 
analysis  of  purely  technical  qualities.  It  also  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  such  a  landmark  album  should 
receive  coverage,  which  it  seems,  is  on  balance 
negative.  When  we  saw  the  review,  our  first  reac¬ 
tion  was  “What  took  so  long?”  Catch  the  Fire 
has  been  out  for  at  least  a  year. 

We  will  readily  confess  to  being  friends  of 
Charlie’s  and  to  having  been  associated  with  him 
during  his  recording  of  the  album  in  Nashville,  60 
miles  away  from  our  rural  retreat.  Charlie’s 
music  means  a  lot  to  us  all,  and  this  is  why  we  feel 
compelled  to  respond  to  the  review.  The  messages 


in  Catch  the  Fire  are  important  enough  to  us  that 
we  hope  more  pro-feminist  gay  men  (and  les¬ 
bians)  listen  to,  and  purchase,  the  remarkable 
album  of  pro-feminist  gay  music.  Unfortunately, 
the  GCN  review  may  not  encourage  this  to  hap¬ 
pen.  Your  reviewer  is  “proud  that  it  can  exist.” 
Well,  thanks  for  letting  us  exist!!  The  forces  of 
cultural  and  political  transformation  represented 
by  Charlie’s  music  are  growing  and  swelling,  not 
merely  “existing.”  We  sincerely  hope  that  your 
review  will  not  deter  the  continuation  and  success 
of  pro-feminist  gay  men’s  music,  ’cause  it  is  faint 
enough  encouragement. 

Gay,  “Existing”  and  Proud 
Short  Mt.  Faerie  Circle 
Liberty,  TN 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □  _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name _ 

address  _ _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Flemins,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


hsher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 


APPOINTMENTS: 


Mon.-Sat. 
Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty  Mass.  Tech  Lie  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 


David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End 


536-2665 


Black  and  White  Men  Together 
Coming  Out  For  Spring 

PARTY 

Sat.  March  27,  4-8 
Arlington  St.  Church 

DOOR  PRIZES 
DANCING 
FLEA  MARKET 
FOOD 

Donation  $3.50 


Journalist 

continued  from  pane  I 

employer  with  “wrongful  ter¬ 
mination,”  with  “reckless/  inten¬ 
tional  infliction  of  emotional  dis¬ 
tress,”  and  with  an  employment 
contract  violation  —  “violation  in 
good  faith  and  fair  dealing.” 

The  attorney  said  she  could  not 
predict  whether  a  suit  on  these 
grounds  would  be  successful, 
since  these  laws  have  not  yet  been 
used  in  the  context  of  employment 
discrimination  involving  a  lesbian. 

Madson  resigned  from  her 
branch  church  in  Marblehead 
because  “I  knew  they’d  be  hearing 
about  this  and  would  call  me  in  to 
throw  me  out  and  1  couldn’t  have 
withstood  that  ordeal.” 

Because  she  was  employed  by  a 
religious  organization,  Madson  is 
not  eligible  for  unemployment 
benefits.  However,  the  church  has 
been  sending  her  money  to  live  on, 
she  said,  adding,  “that’s  Christian 
Science  for  you.” 

Madson  became  a  Christian 
Scientist  while  in  college  in  1972, 
shortly  after  coming  out  to 
herself.  “It  appealed  to  me 
because  it  is  a  very  individual 
religion.  I  thought  it  must  be  full 
of  the  most  liberal  thinking  people 
around.” 

Madson  said  she  healed  a  knee 
injury,  allergies  and  other 
ailments  by  praying. 

Madson  continued,  “I  didn’t 
become  aware  of  the  homophobia 
in  the  church  until  I  started  work¬ 
ing  at  the  center  .  .  .  I’ve  spent 
years  thinking  about  the  two  and 
can’t  find  any  way  that  the  two 
can’t  go  together.” 


During  her  years  at  the  Monitor 
Madson  was  approached  by  three 
women  who  were  questioning 
their  own  sexual  orientation,  she 
said.  “Of  the  three,  two  won’t 
speak  to  me.  They  have  decided 
they  are  not  lesbians  and  won’t 
have  anything  to  do  with  me.” 

A  rumor  that  Madson  had 
“tried  to  entice  a  manager’s  wife 
into  a  lesbian  relationship”  was 
what  led  to  Madson’s  being  fired, 
she  said.  Madson  doubts  any  of 
the  three  women  she’d  spoken 
with  about  lesbianism  gossiped 
about  her. 

McCullough  commented,  “Frank¬ 
ly,  the  Christian  Science  Church  is 
filled  with  gay  men.  But  most  of 
them  are  very  closeted  and  beaten 
down;  they  are  ‘working  on  a 
healing.’  ” 

Homophobia  among  Christian 
Scientists  “leads  gay  men  to 
engage  in  self-destructive  things 
like  tea  room  cruising,”  McCul¬ 
lough  continued.  Meanwhile,  they 
aren’t  using  Christian  Science  to 
make  them  better  humans  within 
the  context  of  their  lives.  They  go 
back  and  forth  between  trying  to 
be  angelic  and  being  self¬ 
destructive.” 

McCullough  believes  women 
and  many  gay  men  are  attracted  to 
Christian  Science  because  “the 
teachings  are  filled  with  andro¬ 
gyny  —  descriptions  of  God  as 
male  as  well  as  female.  In  Chris¬ 
tian  Science,  each  person  must 
bring  out  the  male  and  female 
within  them.” 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  For  Individuals, 
Couples,  Groups 


Copley  Sq.  (617)739-7803 


Support  gay  prison¬ 
ers.  Read  and  ans¬ 
wer  our  prisoner 
penpal  ads  on  the 
classified  page. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.  Thurs.  9um  9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 

Wed  6:30  8pm  Walk  in  V0  Testing/Treatment  '  NOW  OPEN 
Toes.  6:30  9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 

•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  tree  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
ot  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


The  Human  Outreach 
and 

Achievement  Institute 


The  Outreach  Institute  announces  the  formation 
of  the 

Outreach  ProfessionalEvaluation  and ,  Referral 
Network  (OPERN) 

We  offer 

•  Intake  service  for  Transsexuals 

•  Evaluation  and  Referral  for  Gender  Dysphorics 

•  Coping  strategies  for  Crossdressers 

•  Workshops  and  seminars  for  helping  professionals 
(including  doctors,  lawyers,  social  workers  and  ministers) 

•  Androgyny  Awareness  Workshops 

•  Discussion  Groups  for  Adolescents  with  Gender  Issues 

•  Counseling  for  spouses  and  friends  of  Crossdressers 
For  further  information  and  details,  call  (617)  277-3454 
Tuesdays  2-6  pm,  Thursdays  1-7  pm 

or  write  to  The  Outreach  Institute 
Kenmore  Station  Box  368 
Boston,  MA  02215 

Licensed  professional  psychotherapists  and  counselors  avail¬ 
able.  Helping  professionals  from  the  6  State  New  England 
Area  are  invited  to  join  Network.  For  details  please  write  to 
the  Institute. 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 
Dargon 

825-7600 


dCea 


plete  lock  servicing 
_  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
.^ock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*  reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 
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Film - 

Women  Together 


By  Cindy  Patton 
and  Martha  Cohen 

Personal  Best  is  a  new  film  writ¬ 
ten  and  directed  by  a  screenwriter 
turned  director,  played  by  an  actor 
turned  athlete  and  athletes  turned 
actors,  paid  for  by  a  record  mogul 
turned  producer,  and  marketed  as 
a  lesbian  film  while  trying  to  pre¬ 
tend  it ’s  not  really  a  lesbian  film. 
With  so  many  confused  roles,  the 
film  fares  pretty  well.  But  not 
everyone  was  happy  that  the  free¬ 
wheeling  film  was  being  produced 
at  all.  Some  Olympic  officials  ad¬ 
vised  athletes  not  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  film,  and  at  least 
one  important  technical  assistant 
didn  ‘t  want  his  name  in  the  credits. 
The  women  (and  a  few  men)  who 
did  leave  their  tracks  for  the  glory 
of  Hollywood  seemed  to  have  a 
good  time.  And  this  comes 
through  clearly  in  the  film. 
Perhaps  it  is  because  athletes  and 
actors  have  a  similar  kind  of 
dedication  and  discipline.  Or, 
more  likely,  both  professions  re¬ 
quire  a  careful  mix  of  the  exhibi¬ 
tionist  and  the  loner,  with  a  hefty 
dose  of  the  drive  that  pushes  one 
beyond  one’s  own  limits. 

It  is  difficult  to  review  a  film  like 
Personal  Best,  and  it  was  espe¬ 
cially  difficult  for  me  because  be¬ 
ing  a  lesbian  and  an  athlete  has 
created  many  conflicts  for  me  over 
the  years.  Minority  critics  con¬ 
stantly  run  into  a  wall  because  we 
so  rarely  see  ourselves  reflected 
positively  in  the  mass  media. 
When  we  do  see  a  glimmering  of 
ourselves  or  who  we  have  tried,  in 
this  limiting  society,  to  become  — 
it  is  hard  to  reflect  critically  about 
those  glimpses.  With  such  limited 
models  to  choose  from,  it  is  hard 
to  avoid  making  more  of  one  view 
than  is  there,  harder  still  not  to  ap¬ 
propriate  its  message  and  replay  it 
as  one’s  own.  When  these  films 
touch  our  lives  closely  in  some 
way,  it  becomes  all  but  impossible 
to  remember  that  allegory  is  not 
real  life  and  our  own  lives  do  not 
work  out  neatly  in  the  end.  This 
dialog  is  an  attempt  to  talk  about 
some  of  the  deep  and  troubling 
issues  that  arise  in  Personal  Best.  / 
share  it  with  Martha  a  friend  and 
critic  who  looked  at  the  film 
somewhat  more  objectively  be¬ 
cause  she  wasn  ’t  constrained  by  a 
runner’s  obsession.  —  cp 
••••••• 

Martha:  I  saw  the  film  twice,  and 
the  first  time  I  had  a  really  person¬ 
al  reaction.  1  didn’t  want  to  accept 
the  fact  that  the  Mariel  Heming¬ 
way  character  is  straight  —  which 
I  believe  she  is. 

Cindy:  But  I  don’t  think  she  was 
straight.  In  fact,  Mariel  Heming¬ 
way  has  said  that  she  doesn’t 
think  Chris  (the  character  she 
plays)  is  a  lesbian,  but  she  doesn’t 


think  she  is  straight  either.  I 
think  Mariel ’s  own  views  on  sexu¬ 
ality  are  somewhat  less  rigid  than 
society’s,  and  less  rigid  than  what 
we  expect  in  the  context  of  the 
Gay  Liberation  Movement,  where 
you  are  or  you’re  not. 

Martha:  That  definitely  comes 
through  in  the  way  she  acts  her 
part  —  her  sexuality  is  sort  of  dif¬ 
fuse.  My  overall  feeling  was  that  it 
was  a  pretty  positive  movie  in 
terms  of  women  and  sports,  in 
terms  of  a  supportive  relationship 
between  two  women.  One  of  the 
major  problems  was  the  portrayal 
of  the  lesbian  relationship.  I  think 
it  was  very  obvious  that  the  film 
was  made  by  a  man,  and  the 
understanding  of  the  quality  of  a 
relationship  between  two  women 
was  marred  by  that.  The  seduction 
scence,  for  example,  where  they’re 
drunk  and  high  and  they  start  arm 
wrestling,  was  very  funny.  But  I 
think  it  was  a  heterosexual  male’s 
view  of  the  way  a  lesbian  relation¬ 
ship  would  begin. 

Cindy:  But  I’ve  actually  been  in 
situations  like  that  —  it’s  classic, 
either  you  arm  wrestle  or  you  give 
backrubs. 

Martha:  The  situation  was  true  to 
life,  but  the  quickness  of  it  wasn’t. 
A  major  problem  with  the  whole 
film  was  that  the  time  was  not  at 
all  clear,  so  you  didn’t  know  if 
they  had  known  each  other  before 
that. 

Cindy:  The  other  big  surprise  is 
when  she  is  talking  to  her  new 
boyfriend  at  the  end,  and  you 
realize  they  have  been  lovers  for 
three  years.  That  is  the  first  time 
you  realize  the  length  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship,  and  it  also  helps  explain 
why  Mariel  is  suddenly  more  ma¬ 
ture  —  .she’s  three  years  older. 
Martha:  Their  break-up  seemed  so 
sudden  and  incomprehensible  to 
me.  And  I  think  that’s  partly  be¬ 
cause  the  director  was  trying  to 
take  on  so  much.  The  issue  of 
competition  between  women  was 
really  confused  with  the  issue  of 
sexuality  in  the  break-up  and  that 
creates  a  plot  weakness  in  the 
film. 

Cindy:  I  felt  that  the  competition 
stuff  was  a  very  male  idea  about 
how  women  relate  to  each  other. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  other  solu¬ 
tion  than  two  women  who  are 
lovers  would  destroy  each  other’s 
career.  Yet  they  are  constantly 
caring  for  each  other  and  trying  to 
help  each  other,  even  though  the 
coach  is  trying  to  tear  them  apart. 
He  tries  to  make  Chris  think  that 
Tory  (played  by  Patrice  Donnelly) 
is  trying  to  hurt  her  by  giving  her 
bad  training  hints.  I  don’t  think 
an  athelete  at  that  level  of  compe¬ 
tition  would  try  to  dictate  another 
competitor’s  training  program, 
simply  because  the  relationship 


between  coach  and  player  is  so  in¬ 
credibly  authoritarian.  And  that  is 
a  very  male  way  to  approach 
training  and  sports.  Also,  I  don’t 
think  two  women  who  cared  as 
much  for  each  other  as  Tory  and 
Chris  would  play  out  any  feelings 
of  competitiveness  by  sabotaging 
each  other.  Even  though  1  don’t 
think  the  sabotage  was  really  tak¬ 
ing  place,  the  coach  has  the  power 
in  the  end  to  convince  Chris  that 
Tory  is  trying  to  hurt  her,  whether 
it  is  conscious  or  not. 

Martha:  Right,  these  two  charac¬ 
ters  who  are  portrayed  as  being 
very  strong  in  so  many  ways  are 
subject  to  that  kind  of  male  man¬ 
ipulation. 

Cindy:  That’s  one  of  the  things 
that  hit  me  so  personally  about  the 
film.  It’s  so  incredibly  difficult  to 
be  a  dyke  in  sports.  The  stereotype 
of  the  butch  lesbian  athelete  and 
the  gym  teacher  is  so  strong,  and 
yet  everyone  is  afraid  to  be  identi¬ 
fied  as  one.  It’s  the  end  of  your 
career  in  many  cases.  The  whole 
sports  world  tries  to  make  these 
women  all  seem  heterosexual  and 
feminine.  The  higher  up  you  go  in 
competition,  it  seems,  the  more 
vulnerable  and  homophobic  it  is. 
Martha:  Do  you  think  that  an  ath¬ 
lete’s  coming  out  is  just  too 
threatening  for  people?  It’s  al¬ 
ready  threatening  to  have  women 
being  so  strong,  and  breaking  out 
of  the  traditional  role?  So  if 
they’re  lesbians,  they’d  be  so 
powerful? 

Cindy:  But  you  could  play  it  the 
other  way.  You  could  relieve  the 
threat  of  strong  women  by  saying, 
“Oh,  they’re  all  lesbians.”  That’s 
how  the  fine  Russian  and  East 
German  athletes  are  portrayed  in 


our  media  —  they’re  unnaturally 
strong,  they  must  take  male  hor¬ 
mones  and  you  know  what  that 
means. 

Martha:  But  1  think  the  only  way 
to  make  our  athletes  palatable  to 
the  public  is  to  give  them  all  a  very 
feminine  image. 

Cindy:  The  ironic  thing  is  that  you 
hardly  ever  get  to  see  women  ath¬ 
letes.  I  was  watching  a  major 
track  and  field  competition  on  tv 
and  every  time  a  man  was  taking 
his  time  on  the  high  jump  or 
something,  the  announcer  would 
say,  “Joe’s  getting  his  psyche  up, 
so  let’s  switch  over  to  the  women’s 
440  ...”  Then  you  saw  15  sec¬ 
onds  on  a  minute  long  event  and 
shot  from  way  the  hell  across  the 
field,  then  you  saw  Joe  jump,  the 
instant  replay  and  the  nineteen 
slow  motion  breakdowns  of  what 
he  did  wrong. 

1  loved  the  way  that  the  strength 
of  women  and  grace  of  women’s 
athletics  was  portrayed.  There 
were  no  extras  used,  so  the  compe¬ 
tition  and  the  actual  look  —  the 
muscles  and  form  —  were  authen¬ 
tic. 

Martha:  But  I  was  disappointed  in 
the  photography.  You  felt  the 
strain,  and  the  grace  was  certainly 
there,  but  I’ve  seen  much  better 
photography  of  the  workings  of 
the  human  body.  The  scene  where 
they  are  climbing  in  the  sand  was 
—  well,  something  was  missing. 
The  camera  never  moves.  You  get 
the  sense  that  they’re  straining 
and  not  moving  very  fast,  but 
something  was  missing.  I  didn’t 
get  the  feel  of  the  bodies.  1  wanted 
the  camera  to  move  around  so  I 
could  see  their  muscles  moving. 
That  sticks  out,  as  the  scene  that  is 


typical  of  what  happens  through¬ 
out  the  film. 

Cindy:  1  really  like  that  technique. 
What  he  was  trying  to  do  is  have 
you  experience  what  its  like  to  run 
up  a  hill  like  that.  And  if  the 
camera  had  panned  around,  it 
would  have  been  a  study  in  their 
muscles  moving  outside  of  the 
context  of  the  whole  experience  of 
getting  up  that  hill.  1  kept  think¬ 
ing,  god  I  know  how  that  feels. 
There  are  times  when  you’re  run¬ 
ning  when  you  really  feel  that  you 
are  not  moving. 

Martha:  1  liked  a  lot  of  the  slow 
motion  stuff,  but  it  edited  into  the 
fast  action  very  well.  The  other 
thing  1  noticed,  which  !  think  had 
to  do  with  the  fact  that  they  were 
shooting  female  athletes.  I  didn’t 
see  why  they  kept  cutting  to  the 
faces.  1  didn’t  see  any  emotional 
reactions  that  we  were  supposed 
to  register  and  1  would  have  pre¬ 
ferred  to  see  their  bodies  moving. 
Cindy:  1  felt  some  of  that  happend 
because  they  are  stock  Hollywood 
techniques.  Since  they  didn’t  use 
doubles,  there  was  no  need  for 
that  and  it  took  some  of  the 
authenticity  away  because  sports 
aren’t  usually  shot  that  way. 

What  1  like  about  some  of  the 
cuts  to  the  faces  in  slow  motion 
was  that  you  got  to  see  the  trans¬ 
formation  that  your  face  goes 
through  when  you  are  running  at 
that  speed.  1  thought  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  the  flip  side  of  the 
beauty  of  the  human  body.  Here 
were  these  two  beautiful  women 
and  you  watch  their  faces  slip  into 
a  sort  of  bizarre  state.  1  thought  it 
was  saying  that  the  human  body 
wavers  on  this  fine  line  between 
continued  on  page  10 


XANADU 

•  Phototypesetting  GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 40  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


U.S.War 
El  Salvador 


Mass  Protest  In  Washington  D.C 
Saturday,  March  27, 12  Noon 


Buses  from  Boston 
call  354-1204/492-8699 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 

'  AUANT  c  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02 


Sherry  Needs  Ad  Reps 


Our  ad  manager  is  putting  together  a 
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BAGLY  and  the  Gay  Youth  Movement  in  Boston  Today 


•  •  •  •  • 


By  Wade  Nichols 

The  number  of  youths  who  are  making  the  cour¬ 
ageous  decision  to  drop  the  masquerade  and 
come  out  has  increased  dramatically  over  the  past 
few  years,  a  trend  that  has  gained  momentum  as 
gays  and  lesbians  have  increased  their  visibility. 
Society  has  begun  to  understand  our  lifestyles, 
needs  and  rights  a  little  more,  but  there  is  still  a 
very  limited  understanding  of  the  situation  faced 
by  teenaged  lesbians  and  gays.  Too  many  people, 
straight  and  gay,  seriously  believe  that  sexuality 
only  comes  into  play  when  a  person  has  passed 
through  adolescence.  That  is  an  obviously  blind 
assumption  —  blind  to  the  body  of  research  and 
understanding  that  has  developed  around  the 
child  and  adolescent  sexuality  question. 

With  the  emergence  of  a  visible,  identifiable  gay 
youth  population  comes  a  whole  new  set  of  social 
situations  and  expectations,  responsibilities  and 
problems.  A  mere  decade  or  so  ago,  talking  about 
gay  youth  was  limited  to  discussing  runaways, 
hustlers  or  the  privileged  boys  and  girls  in  board¬ 
ing  schools.  Manifestations  of  homosexuality  in 
teens  were  considered  rare  and  troublesome  by 
experts  in  child  and  adolescent  psychology  until 
quite  recently.  Even  the  gay  community  has  been 
slow  to  take  youth  concerns  seriously,  but  there  is 
an  increasing  awareness  of  the  growing  numbers 
of  lesbian  and  gay  youths. 

There  is  a  tremendous  diversity  among  lesbian 
and  gay  youth  and  this  can  only  mean  good  things 
for  the  larger  gay  community.  The  wide  range  of 
teens  leaving  the  closet  includes  cheerleaders  and 
jocks,  math  whizzes  and  student  government  lead¬ 
ers,  black  and  Hispanic  teens  from  both  city  and 
country,  Jack  and  Jill  from  the  suburbs,  working 
class  kids,  artists. . . .  Indeed,  this  exodus  crosses 
all  class,  race  and  social  lines,  effectively  blurring 
distinctions  and  divisions.  Some  observers  have 
noted  that  today’s  gay  youth  are  more  open  to  co¬ 
operating  and  forging  new  social  relationships. 
According  to  Kevin  Cranston,  an  adult  adviser  and 
member  of  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  Boston 
Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY),  “gay 
youth  are  often  more  willing  to  try  new  ideas  and 
approaches  because  they  have  so  little  invested  in 
mainstream  society  and  its  ways.”  This  indicates  a 
gcgatdeal  of  promise  for  the  future  of  our  gay 
society,  but  that  promise  cannot  be  fulfilled  with¬ 
out  a  lot  of  continued  effort  and  struggle. 

No  one  in  their  right  mind  would  suggest  that 
being  gay  and  being  young  is  easy  to  deal  with.  No 
matter  when  we  came  out,  adolescence  is  a  troub¬ 
lesome  time  on  all  fronts.  Parents,  teachers,  sib¬ 
lings,  classmates,  adults,  ministers,  local  busy- 
bodies,  even  our  friends  could  make  life  difficult 
with  remarks  and  restrictions  that  didn’t  fit  into  our 
plans.  But  being  openly  gay  introduces  a  new,  ma¬ 
jor  dimension  to  the  daily  routine.  Parents  may  do 
any  degree  of  freaking  out,  and  reactions  may 
range  from  a  couple  of  tearful  days  to  restrictions 
and  heavy-handed  supervision  to  forcing  the  child 
from  the  home.  Schools  can  be  supportive  or  they 
can  be  living  hells.  Relations  with  other  students 
and  community  members  can  be  very  trying  and 
often  involve  threats  to  the  safety  of  teens  who  are 
openly  and  vocally  gay.  In  a  recent  presentation  by 
the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Education  collo¬ 


quium  on  appropriate  positive  role  models  for  gay 
high  school  students,  Gail  Bradley  and  Bill  Kay 
spoke  as  parents  of  gay  and  lesbian  children.  As 
members  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays,  they 
related  that  most  parents  are  most  fearful  for  their 
child’s  safety,  in  the  movie  Pink  Triangle  (1981, 
Cambridge  Documentary  Films),  Aaron  Fricke  told 
of  being  beaten  in  the  face  between  classes  while 
students  stood  by.  Administrators  in  his  Rhode 
Island  school  could  only  ask  “What  else  could  you 
expect?”  Parents  seem  to  be  justified  in  their  fear 
and  concern. 

There  has  been  some  form  of  organized  gay 
youth  movement  in  Boston  for  several  years  now. 
Groups  have  come  together  for  varying  lengths  of 
time  and  have  subsequently  disbanded,  but  many 
of  the  faces  have  remained  the  same  as  some  of 
Boston’s  youngest  gays  have  worked  diligently  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  activities  of  the  gay  community. 
One  of  the  greatest  problems  for  the  gay  youth 
community  is  that  people  grow  up  and  move  on  to 
other  activities  and  organizations.  But  that  is  as  it 
should  be.  It  does  make  it  difficult  to  maintain 
stability  for  the  youth  organizations,  but  such  a 
growing  up  process  means  that  younger  communi¬ 
ty  members  will  be  able  to  fit  into  existing  adult 
organizations  and  bring  highly  developed  skills  in 
working  with  people. 

Beginning  in  1978,  the  Committee  for  Gay  Youth 
was  the  primary  organization  for  gay  teens.  CGY 
had  been  given  space  for  meetings  in  the  Arlington 
Street  Church.  The  kids  ranged  from  urban  to  sub¬ 
urban  kids  and  many  of  the  hustlers  from  the  Block 
were  included  in  CGY  activities.  Ed  Reeves,  for¬ 
merly  an  adult  working  with  the  CGY,  remembers 
that  “it  would  sometimes  be  very  difficult  to  get 
people  to  sit  down  long  enough  to  even  make  an¬ 
nouncements,  much  less  conduct  a  long  discus¬ 
sion.  There  was  so  much  wild,  uncontrolled 
energy,  especially  in  putting  together  middle  class 
youth  with  the  street  kids,  that  it  was  a  challenge 
to  get  things  done.  But  there  was  progress  despite 
it  all.”  CGY  did  a  great  deal  of  fundraising  work  in 
the  community,  approaching  bars,  individuals  and 
groups  in  Boston.  They  also  participated  in  the 
March  on  Washington  in  1979  and  in  Boston’s  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Pride  celebrations.  But  some  of  the 
members  of  CGY  were  resentful  of  the  adult  com¬ 
mittee  of  CGY  that  was  responsible  for  setting 
policy  and  runnings  things.  There  was  a  movement 
for  youth  control  that  alienated  the  adult  advisers 
and  the  group  formally  disbanded  in  the  summer 
of  1980.  But  the  core  of  the  organization  continued 
to  meet  in  a  space  donated  by  Gays  At  M IT.  Reeves 
recalled  that  the  adults  who  kept  on  working  with 
the  group  were  still  young  enough  not  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  adults  by  the  members.  "I  hadn’t  been  out 
of  school  too  long  myself  but  others  and  I  were 
able  to  give  some  continuity  while  we  worked  on 
putting  together  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
BAGLY  which  was  officially  started  in  the  fall  of 
1980.  We  had  some  of  the  CGY  money  that  had 
been  left  over  and  we  decided  to  rent  a  space  that 
would  be  our  own.  That’s  when  we  found  the  large 
space  on  Tremont  Street  across  from  the  Park 
Street  Station.  That  was  a  great  asset  and  gave  the 
group  a  sense  of  identity  and  stability  that  hadn’t 
existed  before.” 

One  of  the  brightest  and  most  hopeful  spots  in 


the  prospects  faced  by  gay  and  lesbian  adoles¬ 
cents  is  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  BAGLY  has  earned  a  reputation  in  Boston 
and  nationally  as  a  model  of  what  can  happen 
when  gay  youth  support  one  another  and  try  to 
make  life  easier  for  those  who  will  follow  them  out 
of  the  closet.  BAGLY  has  been  around  under  that 
name  for  about  two  years  now,  but  there  have  been 
peer  support  groups  for  gay  youth  for  several  years 
now.  The  main  difference  with  BAGLY  is  that  it  is 
run  by  the  youth  themselves  and  provides  services 
that  range  from  weekly  discussions  on  a  variety  of 
topics  to  a  para-professional  counseling  service 
and  referral  service.  BAGLY  maintains  a  phone  for 
easy  contact  when  people  want  anonymous  advice 
and  help.  In  addition  members  elect  their  own  of¬ 
ficers,  take  educational  and  recreational  trips,  and 
do  most  of  their  own  fund  raising.  While  that 
sounds  wonderful,  it  hasn’t  been  easy  for  BAGLY 
to  reach  this  level  of  strength  and  dedication  to 
gay  youth  throughout  the  region. 

Just  this  fall,  when  a  fund  raising  carnival  was 
not  held  due  to  city  hassles  and  weather,  BAGLY’s 
treasury  went  so  low  that  they  were  forced  to  move 
from  their  home  of  ayear.  BAGLY  had  maintained  a 
drop-in  meeting  and  social  center  on  Tremont 
Street  that  had  been  tremendously  successful. 
During  the  summer  months,  meetings  were  held 
twice  weekly  for  large  numbers  of  gay  and  lesbian 
kids  who  came  in  from  all  parts  of  Boston,  the 
suburbs,  Rhode  Island,  Worcester  —  even  from 
New  Hampshire  on  occasion.  The  space  had  also 
been  used  by  other  gay  organizations,  especially 
the  planning  committee  for  the  proposed  Gay 
Community  Center.  But  renting  a  commercial 
space  in  a“prime”  downtown  location  was  afinan- 
cial  drain  and  there  was  suddenly  little  chance  of 
putting  together  the  kind  of  money  necessary  to 
keep  the  center  open. 

But  BAGLY  did  not  cease  to  operate.  Smaller 
meetings  were  held  in  the  homes  of  members  liv¬ 
ing  on  their  own  and  the  group  maintained  a  phone 
linefortheircounseling  service.  During  this  period 
of  roughly  three  months,  the  steering  committee 
began  to  operate  more  seriously,  trying  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  identity  for  the  group  and  locate  a  space 
which  could  offer  some  sort  of  friendly  environ¬ 
ment  for  their  work  and  socializing  to  continue. 
With  help  from  adults  in  business,  BAGLY  is  now 
attempting  to  achieve  IRS  non-profit  status  as  a 
charitable  and  educational  organization.  They’ve 
also  begun  to  put  together  a  brochure  and  an 
outreach  plan  that  may  include  speaking  to  groups 
on  a  regular  basis.  They  were  befriended  by  the  gay 
students  group  at  Boston  University  and  were 
given  use  of  their  space  one  evening  each  week. 

But  luck  continues  to  smile  on  BAGLY.  Just  this 
week  the  group  will  be  moving  back  into  the  down¬ 
town  area  with  a  space  for  meetings  at  St.  John 
The  Evangelist  Church  on  Wednesdays  and  Sun¬ 
days.  Located  at  35  Bowdoin  St.  on  Beacon  Hill, 
the  church  will  be  used  for  BAGLY’s  weekly 
discussion  rap  sessions  and  a  drop-in  period  on 
Sundays.  Weekly  meetings  are  scheduled  for 
Wednesdays  —  newcomers  may  attend  a  meeting 
at  6:00  and  the  general  meetings  will  begin  at  7:00 
—  beginning  March  17.  Sunday  drop-in  times  are 
set  for  2  to  5  in  the  afternoon.  The  group  will 
celebrate  its  newly  found  home  with  a  party  at 
Spinoff  on  March  23. 

But  far  more  important  than  the  recent  history  of 
trial  and  triumph,  BAGLY  Is  a  vitally  necessary 
component  of  the  gay  community  —  made  up  of 
individual  youths  who  bring  special  needs  and 
strengths  to  the  group.  According  to  President 
Steve  Fancher,  19,  “BAGLY  exists  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  14-to-22-year-old  gay  or  lesbian.  We 
provide  a  space  where  it  is  safe  to  be  gay,  to  talk 
about  our  problems  and  concerns  among  our¬ 
selves.  This  is  so  important  since  society  gives  us 
so  few  alternatives.  We  see  ourselves  as  the  only 
real  alternative  to  bars  —  and  since  so  many  of  our 
members  are  so  young,  we  are  the  only  real 
choice.”  Fancher  went  on  to  explain  that  the 
organization  has  begun  to  plan  an  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  to  reach  all  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  youths  liv¬ 
ing  within  the  Route  128  crescent.  Conservative 
estimates  put  that  figure  at  about  50,000 
adolescents.  During  the  past  year  BAGLY  worked 
with  at  least  500  people  without  launching  any 
massive  campaigns.  Various  references  in  the 
press,  referrals  from  the  Gay  Hotline  and  from 
counselors,  as  well  as  word  of  mouth,  has  helped 
BAGLY  with  publicity. 

Being  run  for  and  by  youth  is  something  i 
BAGLY  people  take  very  seriously.  It  sometirr 
means  that  things  take  a  little  longer  than  in  otl 
organizations,  but  BAGLY  members  have  a  strc 
dedication  to  the  principle  that  they  alone  kn 
what  they  need  and  require  in  a  group  or  social  s 
vice.  There  are  currently  six  members  of  I 
elected  steering  committee  (nine  are  provided 
in  the  by-laws).  Election^  are  scheduled  for  A| 
and  the  group  has  taken  a  greater  interest  in  h 


ing  leaders  who  accomplish  their  tasks.  "Our 
credibility  in  the  gay  community  and  in  Boston  is  a 
key  issue  for  us,”  said  Fancher.  “We  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  so  that  we  are  in  shape  to  meet  the 
challenges  ahead."  According  to  Kevin  Cranston, 
“BAGLY  is  helping  to  build  the  overall  gay  com¬ 
munity,  but  we  are  first  concerned  about  gay 
youth.  We  have  to  listen  to  youth  concerns  and  not 
impose  our  adult  ways  and  expectations  which 
may  be  totally  inappropriate.”  Boston  area  psycho¬ 
therapist  Ed  Roche  who  has  worked  with  gay  ado¬ 
lescents  and  is  familiar  with  BAGLY,  echoed  this 
support  of  the  youth-run  organization.  “Often 
adults  will  projecttheirown  needs  and  wants  onto 
younger  people.  We  have  to  be  sure  that  we  listen 
before  we  act  and  expect  things  to  go  our  way.” 

BAGLY  has  often  been  characterized  as  a  group 
of  street  kids,  but  that  hasn’t  been  true  for  some 
time.  Fancher  observed  that  “Right  now,  because 
of  our  leaving  the  space  on  Tremont  Street,  we 
have  almost  none  of  the  street  kids.  We're  mostly 
middle  and  lower  middle  class  folks  from  families 
or  schools  in  the  area.  Moving  back  downtown  will 
improve  the  mix  of  people.  That’s  good  since  we 
are  here  to  serve  everyone.  We  want  to  continue  to 
accept  all  sorts  of  people  who  have  a  need  to  be 
with  other  gay  youth.”  The  ratio  of  females  to 
males  has  suffered  in  the  past  few  months,  but 
BAGLY  has  a  record  of  openness.  Cranston  added 
that  he  would  like  to  see  more  support  for  younger 
lesbians  that  could  only  come  from  adults.  “We 
want  to  help  all  people  help  themselves  and  we 
don’t  want  to  be  exclusive.  I  would  like  to  see  more 
interest  coming  from  adult  lesbians  and  urge  the 
women's  press  to  let  their  readers  know  more 
about  us.”  Both  have  stressed  that  BAGLY  has  an 
official  policy  of  not  advocating  any  one  code  of 
morals,  social  ideology  or  personal  sets  of  beliefs, 
but  is  open  to  all. 

BAGLY  has  already  gained  a  good  deal  of  public 
recognition,  in  both  the  straight  and  gay  com¬ 
munities,  with  appearances  on  panel  discussions, 
television  talk  shows  and  on  radio.  Recently  two 
members  of  the  Steering  Committee  appeared  on 
Channel  5's  Good  Day,  which  is  syndicated  to 
several  television  markets  around  the  nation. 
BAGLY  people  have  appeared  on  public  television 
and  have  been  mentioned  several  times  in  pro¬ 
gressive  columns  and  articles  such  as  the  na¬ 
tionally  syndicated  “Ask  Beth”  advice  column  in 
the  Boston  Globe.  Recently  the  group  was  ap¬ 
proached  by  a  public  health  service  in  Jamaica 
Plain  to  put  together  a  presentation  on  homosex¬ 
uality  and  gay  life  styles  for  inclusion  in  a  sex 
education  course.  The  course  was  killed  by  the 
school’s  advisory  committee  and  indications  were 
that  the  gay  material  was  one  of  the  primary  rea¬ 
sons  for  that  action.  But  steering  committee  mem¬ 
bers  stressed  that  they  were  eager  to  develop  a 
program  of  consulting  with  teachers  and  coun¬ 
selors  to  design  course  materials  and  that  they 
would  also  like  to  work  with  teachers  on  class¬ 
room  presentations  whenever  possible.  Both 
Steve  Fancher  and  Kevin  Cranston  talked  of  form¬ 
ing  a  smaller  version  of  the  Gay  Speakers  Bureau 
for  youth. 

But  if  BAGLY  is  so  widely  known  and  admired, 
why  do  they  constantly  need  to  remind  the  adult 
community  of  their  existence  and  their  needs?  Do 
our  adult  organizations  make  efforts  to  include 
youth  concerns  in  our  events  and  programs? 
We’ve  come  to  take  seriously  our  commitment  to 
black  and  Hispanic  people,  the  physically  chal¬ 
lenged  and  the  hearing  impaired,  but  do  we  in¬ 
clude  youth  components  in  our  planning?  Rarely. 

.  The  frequent  result  is  a  lack  of  communication  and 
unity  among  the  adult  and  youth  parts  of  our  com¬ 
munity.  It  is  something  of  a  two-way  question, 
since  BAGLY  has  sometimes  distanced  itself  from 
adults.  “We  haven’t  always  been  in  a  position 
where  we  could  accept  people’s  offers  of  assist¬ 
ance,”  said  Fancher.  “We  know  that  makes  us  look 
a  little  snotty  and  remote,  but  we  have  to  solve 
problems  our  own  way  before  we  begin  to  take  on 
new  people  and  new  projects.  Of  course,  we  also 
have  had  to  be  very  cautious  about  who  we  are  af¬ 
filiated  with  since  we’ve  consciously  tried  to  avoid 
scandal.  We  have  to  screen  people  and  that  can 
put  some  people  off.  But  we  encourage  everyone 
who  has  a  genuine  interest  in  helping  gay  youth 
serve  other  gayyouth.tocontactusfor  information.” 

Isolation  can  be  extremely  painful  for  gay  youth; 
they  feel  as  if  they  are  the  only  one  in  the  world 
who  has  these  feelings.  Tim  says  "I  had  felt  for  a 
long  time  that  I  was  gay  but  didn’t  do  anything  until 
I  called  the  Gay  Hotline.  I  was  15  at  the  time  and 
very  confused.  I  arranged  to  meet  someone  from 
the  Hotline,  feeling  like  I  wanted  to  be  with  some¬ 
one  who  was  sure  about  being  gay.  I  was  upset 
when  he  said  ‘you  ought  to  be  out  on  the  block  — 
you  could  get  40  to  50  dollars  a  night’.  That  wasn’t 
what  I  wanted  and  wasn’t  what  I  needed  to  hear.  It 
took  me  a  while  to  realize  that  all  adults  weren't 
quite  that  bad.  I’ve  heard  the  Hotline  has  been 


more  careful  lately  and  that’s  good.”  The  first  at¬ 
tempt  to  reach  out  and  make  contact  with  other 
lesbians  and  gays  can  often  be  a  devastating  ex¬ 
perience.  It’s  up  to  adults  to  make  an  effort  to  try  to 
ease  the  way  for  lesbian  and  gay  youths  to  have 
positive  social  experiences  when  they  are  first 
coming  out. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  the  general  adult  gay 
community  involved  with  gay  youth  concerns  and 
projects.  Part  of  that  difficulty  stems  from  the  old 
child-molesting  myth  that  is  still  rampant  among 
right  wing  extremists  and  even  some  progressive 
circles.  The  issue  is  not  unique  to  Boston,  but  the 
large  youth  and  collegiate  population  in  this  city 
makes  it  more  important.  Kevin  Cranston  stressed 
that  gay  youth  are  a  part  of  the  larger  family  of  gay 
society.  “Gay  youth  need  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  see  gay  and  lesbian  adults  leading  happy  and 
productive  lives.  We  also  need  to  see  a  true 
respect  and  concern  on  the  part  of  adults,  to  see 
adults  serving  in  advocacy  roles  and  working  to  im¬ 
prove  the  lives  of  gay  youth.”  Kevin  went  on  to 
praise  the  work  of  the  Massachusetts  Committee 
for  Children  and  Youth,  a  statewide  agency  that 
has  begun  to  take  on  an  analysis  and  advocacy  pro¬ 
ject  that  looks  to  the  needs  of  younger  gays  and 
lesbians  from  the  social  services  system  in  this 
state.  MCCY’s  Project  Aware  sent  out  a  question¬ 
naire  a  few  month  ago  to  a  large  number  of  agen¬ 
cies  to  find  out  how  many  offered  services  for  gay 
teens.  No  one  was  surprised  to  find  out  how  few 
offered  anything  for  young  gays,  but  Project  Aware 
has  been  pleasantly  surprised  by  the  number  of  in¬ 
quiries  that  the  initial  questionnaire  has  gener¬ 
ated.  Eric  Rofes,  chair  of  Project  Aware’s  Advisory 
Committee,  said  that  “we  have  been  receiving  a 
steady  stream  of  letters  and  calls  from  school  per¬ 
sonnel  and  social  service  providers  who  say  that 
they  had  never  really  considered  the  needs  of  gay 
youth,  but  that  they  are  beginning  to  understand 
and  see  that  it  has  become  a  legitimate  and 
sometimes  urgent  need  for  services.”  The  ques¬ 
tionnaire  alone  has  helped  to  legitimize  the  issue 
in  the  minds  of  professional  social  service  pro¬ 
viders  who  might  never  have  given  it  serious 
thought  before. 

Another  MCCY  Project  Aware  effort  will  be  in 
the  preparation  of  educational  materials  for  the 
training  of  professionals.  The  package  will  likely 
contain  written  and  visual  materials  to  explain  the 
needs  and  lifestyles  of  gay  youth  to  teachers, 
counselors,  and  social  workers. 

There  has  been  a  greater  degree  of  awareness 
among  teachers  and  counselors  during  the  past 
few  years,  attributable  to  the  greater  number  of 
teachers  who  have  come  out  to  their  colleagues 
and  in  the  classroom.  Brian  Mooney,  an  activist 
and  teacher  at  Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin 
School,  said  that  “I  always  try  to  make  it  just  as 
hard  on  kids  who  make  anti-gay  remarks  as  I  do 
with  racist  or  sexist  remarks  in  the  class.  While  I 
may  not  be  in  a  position  to  come  out  to  all  of  my 
classes,  I  know  that  I  can  make  a  difference  by 
educating  people  to  the  feelings  of  their  gay  peers 
and  by  showing  gay  kids  that  adults  care  about 
them.”  Even  when  a  teacher  does  not  feel  comfor¬ 


table  about  coming  out  in  the  classroom,  they  can 
have  a  profound  impact  on  the  school  by  coming 
out  to  other  professional  teachers  and  adminis¬ 
trators.  "Once  others  who  know  you  respect  you 
as  a  professional,”  Brian  added,  "then  it’s  a  dif¬ 
ferent  matter.  If  they  know  that  there  are  gay  peo¬ 
ple  they  respect,  then  it  is  easier  for  them  to 
transfer  that  respect  to  their  students,  straight  and 
gay.”  Brian  expressed  a  hope  that  more  profes¬ 
sional  educators  would  continue  to  come  out  and 
continue  to  make  the  schools  more  humane 
places  for  all. 

Yet,  amid  these  positive  developments,  there 
are  still  horror  stories  that  should  keep  us  ever 
vigilant.  There  are  still  many  gay  hustlers  on  the 
streets  of  our  major  cities  and  many  young  gays 
cannot  get  the  medical  or  social  services  that  they 
need  so  badly.  Ed  Roche,  whose  work  with  the 
South  Shore  Counselling  Associates  has  included 
advocacy  in  state  government  and  the  courts,  is 
quick  to  point  out  that  there  is  a  lot  of  lip  service  to 
fairness  and  equality  in  the  way  the  state  treats 
gay  youth.  “The  Department  of  Youth  Services 
(DYS)  or  Public  Service  (DPS)  will  tell  you  that  they 
are  mandated  to  provide  services  to  all,  but  those 
services  are  not  being  delivered  to  gay  kids  and 
their  needs  are  not  being  met.  The  state  agencies 
responsible  for  delivery  of  service  are  consistently 
deplorable  on  the  administrative  level.  All  too 
often  it  is  only  the  social  worker  in  the  field  that 
shows  any  willingness  to  work  with  gay  youths 
and  to  genuinely  care  about  their  lives.” 

The  inadequacies  are  especially  apparent  when 
law  enforcement  agencies  enter  the  picture.  “I’ve 
seen  too  many  cases,”  continued  Roche,  “where 
gay  youths  picked  upon  prostitution  or  sex-related 
charges  are  kept  in  lock-up  for  up  to  six  months. 
Straight  kids  charged  with  theft  or  vandalism  will 
usually  be  back  in  the  home  or  in  some  other 
supervised  environment  within  a  matter  of  hours. 
DYS  even  has  what  they  term  ‘secure  foster  care’ 
which  is  nothing  more  than  a  locked  room  with  no 
privileges.”  This  is  not  a  way  in  which  to  make 
progress,  no  matter  what  your  social  ideology  may 
be.  Just  as  we  are  becoming  aware  of  the  ways  in 
which  gays  are  mistreated  and  abused  by  the 
prison  system,  we  should  be  aware  that  the  same 
happens  with  younger  gays  who  may  encounter 
trouble  with  the  legal  system. 

We  must  continue  the  progress  of  recent  years 
and  build  on  that  strong  foundation  if  we  are  to  see 
a  day  when  society  no  longer  feels  compelled  to 
oppress  lesbians  and  gays  of  any  age.  One  of  the 
most  obvious  reasons  for  supporting  the  work  of 
BAGLY  and  other  youth  programs  is  that  they  are 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  of  the  future.  As 
Abbey  Levine  and  George  Smith  reminded  those 
attending  last  year’s  Pride  Celebration,  “remem¬ 
ber,  we  are  your  children.”  Indeed,  if  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  wants  to  continue  to  grow  in 
new  directions,  we  might  learn  to  support  our 
youth  in  the  same  fashion  that  heterosexuals  in 
suburban  or  rural  school  districts  do.  We  must 
place  a  very  high  priority  on  the  development  of  a 
safe,  supportive  world,  and  the  best  place  to  start 
is  with  our  own. 
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Together 


continued  from  page  7 
beauty  and  bizarreness. 

Martha:  I  had  really  negative  feel¬ 
ings  about  the  high-jump  se¬ 
quence,  which  was  gratuitous 
crotch  shots.  Male  high  jumpers 
would  never  have  been  shot  that 
way. 

Cindy:  And  when  you  actually  see 
the  competition  you  see  that  there 
are  several  other  styles  of  jump¬ 
ing.  The  woman  who  wins  in  the 
movie  uses  a  head  first  face  down 
jump. 

The  other  terrible  scene  is  when 
they  are  lifting  weights  and  he’s 
looking  up  her  shorts.  That  was 
really  misogynist. 

Martha:  The  dialogue  was  really 
weak  in  crucial  scenes.  I  found  it 
hard  to  believe  that  during  this  re¬ 
lationship  that  was  supposed  to 
last  for  three  years  that  they  never 
discuss  their  relationship.  And  yet 
this  relationship  that  has  just 
started  with  this  man,  they  almost 
immediately  start  discussing  the 
relationship.  To  me  that  was  un¬ 
fair  and  unrealistic. 

Cindy:  One  thing  that  weakens  the 
film,  if  you  look  at  it  as  a  film 
about  female  athletes,  is  that  there 
is  no  indication  during  the  film 
that  the  other  women  know 
what’s  going  on,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  film  that  guy  tells  her  that 
everyone  knew.  It  was  upsetting  to 
me,  having  had  to  deal  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  with  being  a  lesbian  around 
straight  women  in  sports.  Their 
relationship  with  the  other  women 
was  so  good,  and  I  don’t  know  if 
it  would  really  have  been  that  way 
if  they  had  known  they  were  les¬ 
bians. 

Women  are,  in  general,  closer 
to  each  other  than  men,  and  when 
you  go  into  an  intensely  physical 
context  like  sports,  it’s  even  more 
intimate.  When  a  woman  says 
she’s  a  lesbian  it  calls  so  much  into 
question.  Women  athletes  go 
through  a  lot  of  questions  any 
way,  like,  am  I  a  real  woman,  is 
this  a  proper  thing  for  a  woman  to 
be  doing?  So  there  becomes  a  spe¬ 
cial  kind  of  closeness  between 
women  athletes  as  they  resolve 
their  doubts,  part  of  which  is  a 
mutual  love  for  their  bodies  — 
which  most  women  are  taught  to 
deny.  We’re  all  so  confused  about 
sex,  sexuality,  and  friendship.  For 
women  to  have  a  sexual  relation¬ 
ship  is  a  very  different  kind  of 
step.  So  when  a  woman  athlete 
says,  “I’m  a  lesbian,”  it  creates  a 
very  confusing  situation.  You  are 
already  so  physically  intimate  with 
all  these  women,  so  the  question 
becomes  what  does  it  mean  that 
two  women  could  have  sex?  How 
much  farther  does  that  carry  us? 
For  two  women  athletes  it’s  prob¬ 
ably  not  that  much  farther,  but 
it’s  terribly  threatening. 

Martha:  I  didn’t  think  the  highly 
acclaimed  love  scene  was  too 
great.  There  was  a  lot  of  kissing 
and  that  was  about  it. 

Cindy:  But  that  is  really  a  first. 
And  you  do  see  them  starting  to 
get,  down  to  things. 

Martha:  It  was  really  nice  to  see 
women  making  love  on  the  screen. 
I  didn’t  like  the  fact  that  there 
were  men  sitting  there  watching  it, 


too.  Comparing  that  scene  to  the 
scene  in  Making  Love ,  where  the 
men  kiss  and  go  to  bed,  I  think 
Making  Love  will  upset  American 
audiences  more. 

Cindy:  I  think  you  have  to  look  at 
films  that  portray  lesbians  and 
films  that  portray  gay  men  by  dif¬ 
ferent  standards.  There  is  a  his¬ 
tory  of  seeing  gay  men  in  films, 
for  better  or  for  worse,  and  even  a 
genre  that  looks  at  the  effeminate 
man  humorously  —  even  if  they 
are  making  fun.  Lesbianism,  in  its 
rare  portrayals,  is  always  a  dread¬ 
fully  serious  and  heavy  topic. 
There  is  also  a  niche  in  this  society 
for  white,  upwardly  mobile  gay 
men  who  act  straight  except  for 
their  sex  life.  We’ve  won  that 
niche  as  a  movement,  but  there  is 
no  comparable  acceptance  of 
women,  especially  not  in  sports. 

The  macho  sports  ethic  is  final¬ 
ly  broken  in  the  end  when  Chris 
stands  up  to  the  coach.  You  real¬ 
ize  that,  for  whatever  weird  out¬ 
comes  have  resulted  from  their 
help,  Tory  and  Chris  having  been 
trying  to  get  each  other  to  the 
Olympics.  The  coach  wavers  back 
and  forth  throughout  the  film  be¬ 
tween  thinking  he’s  trying  to 
break  up  their  relationship  and 
trying  to  help  their  careers.  He  can 
never  understand  that  letting  them 
be  together  will  help  them  both.  I 
felt  that  her  boyfriend’s  insistence 
that  she  run  for  herself  was  indica¬ 
tive  of  what  her  relationships  with 
men  were  going  to  be  like,  that 
they  were  never  going  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  women  could  want 
to  help  each  other. 

Martha:  I  agree  that  the  men  were 
never  going  to  understand  that 
idea  of  cooperation  coexisting 
with  competition  and  the  ability  to 
let  strengths  come  out  in  their 
glory.  But  the  portrayal  of  Chris’ 
growing  up  was  poorly  developed, 
it  was  manipulated  more  than 
developed.  You  don’t  see  her 
coming  to  realize  the  depth  of  the 
relationship  with  Tory,  it  just  hap¬ 
pens  in  the  end.  Because  so  much 
of  their  relationship  is  left  un¬ 
developed,  it  is  hard  to  under¬ 
stand.  In  the  end,  you  understand 
the  relationship  with  this  guy  be¬ 
cause  you’re  used  to  seeing  that 
kind  of  heterosexual  relationship 
develop  and  you  don’t  need  to  be 
filled  in  on  all  of  it.  You  needed 
more  explanation  of  the  women’s 
relationship. 

Many  critics  have  said  that  the 
end  of  the  relationship  is  inevita¬ 
ble,  but  I  think  that  is  really  sim¬ 
plistic.  Unless  Chris  really  is 
straight. 

Cindy:  I  saw  the  ending  as,  here 
was  this  coach  who  had  spent 
three  years  trying  to  destroy  their 
relationship  and  had  finally  suc¬ 
ceeded,  and  Chris  has  been  forced 
to  give  up  the  relationship  in  order 
to  compete.  While  she’s  in  this  de¬ 
pressed  state  of  recovering  from  a 
terrible  injury  she  meets  this  guy 
who  is  pretty  nice.  And  there  is  no 
conflict.  There  is  no  coach  saying 
you  can’t  do  this  and  still  com¬ 
pete.  I  don’t  think  that  means 
she’s  straight,  but  that  she  can’t 
take  the  social  pressure.  She  had 
been  through  a  really  important 


relationship  with  a  woman  that 
was  destroyed  by  the  authority 
figure  in  her  life,  her  coach,  and 
she  meets  a  man  who,  since  he’s 
an  athlete,  meets  many  of  the 
same  needs,  even  though  she 
would  have  been  happier  with 
Tory.  That’s  why  I  felt  that  the 
fact  that  she  could  go  through  the 
threat  of  becoming  friends  with 
Tory  again  —  against  the  overt 
threats  of  her  coach  —  was  symp¬ 
tomatic  of  that  fact  that  she  was 
going  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
importance  of  her  relationship 
with  Tory.  You  can’t  compete  in 
athletics  forever. 

Martha:  I  think  heterosexual  audi¬ 
ences  will  think  that  she  could  be 
friends  again  because  she  was  not 
in  a  socially  acceptable  relation¬ 
ship.  The  relationship  with  the 
man  is  not  as  deep  a  bond,  which 
to  me  is  truthful.  There  are  many 
women  whose  closest  relation¬ 
ships  are  with  women,  but  who 
are  in  relationships  with  men. 
Partly  because  they  are  easier 
because  they  are  socially  accept¬ 
able.  That’s  a  non-threatening 
framework  in  which  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  kind  of  bond  that  she  has 
with  Tory.  It  makes  it  safe  for  the 
audience.  That  disappoints  me. 
Cindy:  The  thing  that  tore  me  up 
about  the  ending  was  when  Tory  is 
lying  on  her  back  with  an  injury 
and  she  is  talking  to  Chris  about 
whether  she’s  going  to  finish  her 
last  race.  That  really  hit  me.  At 
what  point  do  you  give  up?  At 
what  point  is  it  no  longer  worth  it? 
I  thought  about  how  the  relation¬ 
ship  had  come  to  break  up  and  I 
realized  that,  in  a  sense,  Chris  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  relationship  more, 
and  that’s  so  typical.  The  one  who 
realizes  that  they  are  in  a  lesbian 
relationship  has  no  faith  because 


we  don’t  believe  our  relationships 
will  last  because  of  the  enormous 
pressures. 

So  there  is  Tory  lying  on  her 
back  with  the  injury,  she  lost  her 
great  love,  she’s  getting  older  and 
she  knows  that  the  team  will  not 
go  to  Moscow,  so  she’s  saying 
why  should  I  go  through  with  this 
race?  It’s  no  longer  worth  it.  I 
wondered  at  what  point  Chris 
would  come  to  the  same  under¬ 
standing,  when  competition 
would  no  longer  be  important. 
Where  would  the  relationship  go 
then,  when  it  was  no  longer  com¬ 
petition  vs.  the  woman  she  loved? 
Chris  says,  “Run  it,  because  that 
is  who  you  are.”  And  I  was  con¬ 
fused  because  that  is  what  the 
coach  would  have  said.  She  seems 
to  have  bought  his  individualist 
ethic,  even  when  she  was  begin¬ 
ning  to  question  his  authority. 
Martha:  The  coach  was  the  most 
well-rounded  character  in  the 
movie,  and  in  a  lot  of  ways  he  did 
the  best  acting  job.  So  that  char¬ 
acter  was  in  some  ways  the  strong¬ 
est  character  in  the  movie.  That 
unbalanced  the  movie  because  you 
couldn’t  see  him  in  some  kind  of 
sympathetic  light.  Even  though  he 
destroyed  their  relationship,  and 
he  was  jealous  of  both  of  the 
women.  I  could  even  feel  his  con¬ 
flict  between  personal  and  profes¬ 
sional  reasons  for  breaking  up 
their  relationship.  He  is  the  one 
who  has  invented  the  competition 
between  them. 

Even  when  she  is  recovering  in 
his  house,  and  the  coach  begins  to 
\try  and  rape  her  —  when  you  see 
this  homophobic  and  nasty  side  of 
him  —  the  things  he  said  still  car¬ 
ried  a  lot  of  weight  with  them.  It 
was  hard  for  the  relationship  to 
stand  up  to  that. 


Cindy:  A  point  that  hardly  anyone 
has  brought  up  is  the  fact  that 
Chris  starts  out  as  a  hurdler,  and 
then  she  and  Tory  fall  in  love.  It’s 
at  that  point  that  Tory  spurs  her 
on  to  be  better,  it  is  not  really 
Chris’s  drive.  When  the  coach 
finally  accepts  her  on  the  team,  he 
makes  her  do  the  pentathelon,  she 
doesn’t  want  to  do  it.  From  the 
beginning,  he  sets  them  up  for  this 
situation  that  will  cause  them  to 
break  up.  He  decides  that  they  are 
too  close.  Parents  and  coaches 
create  so  many  delusions  that  ath¬ 
letes  participate  in.  Chris  was  set 
up  for  that  by  her  domineering 
father,  and  then  lucked  into  being 
an  Olympic  Pentatheloner.  The 
coach  dreamed  that  up.  She  made 
it,  not  because  of  his  coaching  but 
because  she  had  Tory’s  support. 
And  it  is  Tory  who  sacrifices  at 
the  Colombia  games  when  she 
stays  up  all  night  to  help  Chris. 
When  Chris  wins  she  tells  the 
coach  that  Tory  deserves  the 
credit,  not  him.  That  is  when  he 
intensifies  the  effort  to  break 
them  up. 

Martha:  They  both  accept  his 
authority,  and  yet  have  to  fight 
against  him.  He  can  make  her 
doubt  her  own  motives  when  the 
accidents  happen.  That  scene,  and 
the  scene  in  the  end  when  they 
both  make  the  Olympic  team  and 
Chris  looks  at  the  coach  as  if  to 
say  “Fuck  you,  we  made  it  our¬ 
selves”  made  me  feel  really  good. 

This  is  only  the  beginning  of 
what  promises  to  be  a  common 
topic  of  discussion  for  some  time 
to  come.  The  reactions  in  Personal 
Best  have  varied  widely,  and 
everyone  is  critical  of  it  or  some 
aspect  of  it.  Only  this  is  clear:  Per¬ 
sonal  Best  has  touched  a  lot  of 
nerves. 


Commercializing  New  Wave 


By  Sherry  Edwards 

The  best  thing  to  happen  to  this 
town  in  a  long  time  is  the  Rock 
Against  Sexism  Disc  Parties  at  the 
1270.  It’s  new  wave  at  it’s  dance- 
able  best.  For  all  of  us  who  just 
couldn’t  handle  another  oooh 
oooh  boom  ba  boom  oooh  oooh 
and  thought  our  days  of  dancing 
in  clubs  was  long  gone,  it’s  like  a 
frantic  breath  of  hot  steam...  OK, 
so  disco  was  our  music.  Who 
says?  New  wave  speaks  to  us 
because  it’s  spoken  by  us.  We’re 
there  and  we’re  visible.  Both  here 
and  in  Europe  and  especially  in 
England  new  wave  music  has  been 
the  medium  for  many  politically 
aware  artists  ...  for  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  it’s  been  the 
only  music  to  directly  deal  with 
our  lifestyle  and  has  given  us  a 
forum  within  which  to  share  with 
straights  our  concern  over  nuclear 
arms,  class  struggles,  racism,  sex¬ 
ism,  etc. 

As  with  most  things  time  has  a 
way  of  assimilating  new  ideas  into 
the  dominant  culture.  In  the  case 
of  art  the  trend  is  usually  toward  a 
more  commercial  look  or  sound. 
More  listenable,  more  listeners, 
more  airplay,  more  bucks.  Is  this 
what’s  happening  to  new  wave?  A 
new  film  by  Steve  Sattler  and  Des¬ 


mond  Horsfield  takes  us  to 
England  to  preview  fourteen 
emerging  bands.  As  their  promo 
material  puts  it,  they  “journeyed 
to  London  with  cameras  in  hand 
and  came  away  with  this  up-to- 
the-minute  look  at  what  it  means 
to  be  a  musician  in  the  U.K.  to¬ 
day!”  Maybe  more  to  the  point,  is 
this  what  we’ll  be  dancing  to  at  the 
RAS  gigs  in  a  few  months? 

Listen  to  London  raises  more 
questions  than  it  answers.  It’s 
structure  is  typical  of  music  films, 
a  kind  of  roll  call  of  bands  cut 
with  interviews  of  band  members 
and  fans.  Now  the  fans  are  all  new 
wavers  for  sure  .  .  .  wonderful 
hair  and  fashions.  The  band  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  most  part  express  all 
the  right  sentiments  .  .  .  concern 
over  the  world  condition,  nuclear 
arms,  unemployment. 

I  enjoyed  the  film.  I  like  films 
like  this.  The  fans  on  the  street  are 
great.  The  editing  nicely  done. 
The  music  is  not  so  inspiring,  and 
that’s  where  the  questions  start. 
Does  the  choice  of  bands  really 
reflect  the  trend  in  British  New 
Wave  or  the  musical  taste  of  the 
film  makers?  Are  the  only  bands 
making  it  the  ones  that  are  moving 
more  towards  pop  stuff?  Or  are 
they  the  only  ones  getting  booked 


into  clubs?  Are  the  songs  included 
in  the  film  the  most  indicative  of  a 
band’s  sound? 

I  love  New  Wave  because  it’s 
about  risks.  At  its  best  it  is  risks. 
People  singing  about  things  you 
weren’t  even  sure  other  people 
thought  about.  Most  of  this  stuff 
though  could  get  airplay  on  soft 
rock  stations,  right  next  to  Barry 
and  the  Eagles  and  the  rest  of 
status  quo  rock.  Is  this  really 
where  it’s  heading?  There  are  a 
couple  of  bright  exceptions  on  the 
film  though  that  provide  hope.  .  . 
The  Thompson  Twins  are  lots  of 
fun.  Lots  of  people  playing  with 
percussion.  I  liked  them.  1-2-3  is 
allright  too.  Reminds  me  of  some 
of  The  Girls  when  Boston’s  New 
Wave  scene  was  hot  in  lofts  all 
over  town.  And  another  group 
not  afraid  of  taking  some  risks — 
Kan  Kan  came  through  with  good 
energy  and  some  mighty  inter¬ 
esting  sounds.  These  bands  and 
more  like  them  will  keep  New 
Wave  alive.  The  rest  like  New 
Musik  are  sadly  anachronisms 
before  their  time. 

Listen  to  London  can  be  seen 
March  5-18  at  OFF  THE  WALL 
Cinema,  15  Pearl  St.,  Cambridge, 
354-5678. 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

MACHO  GRANDE 
NIGHT  BEAT 


LIGHT  BLUE  HANKIE  LEFT 
ASSAULT  * 


Boston*  Best  AH  Ma/e  Show1. 


When  patronizing 
our  advertisers, 
please  mention  that 
you  saw  their  ad  in 
GCN. 


3UTTONS!  BUTTONS!  BUTTONS 

_ Oral  Majority _ Pink  Triangle _ Double  Woman’s 

Symbol  _ Double  Man’s  Symbol  _ I’m  One  Too 

_ Different  But  Equal _ Immoral  Minority _ The  Moral 

Majority  is  Neither _ Dyke _ '  Faggot _ How  Dare  You 

Presume  I’m  Straight _ Gay  And  Proud _ I  Own  My  Body 

But  I  Share  _ Sister _ Brother  _ Lambda  Symbol 

_ I’m  Unattached,  But  Very  Together _ Keep  Your  Laws 

Off  My  Body _ Ronald  Reagan,  Fascist  Gun  In  The  West 

- Freedom  Of  Choice _ I  Like  Older  Women _ I  Like 

Older  Men  _ God  Is  Coming  And  Is  She  Pissed 

- Born  Again  Pagan _ Born  Again  Atheist _ Children 

Are  People  Too! 

50c  Each,  Minimum  Order  $2.00  plus  10%  Postage,  SSAE  For 
Our  Button  And  Bumper  Sticker  List.  617-437-1854 

Freedom  Center,  Arlington  Street  Church, 

355  Boylston  St.  Boston,  MA  02116 
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THIS  YEAR,  COME  SEE  THE  BIG  ONE! 


PRESENTED  BY 

Christopher  Street  West  /  Los  Angeles 


Why  not  plan  now  on  coming  to  Los  Angalas  this  year  to  ba  a  part  ot  tha  largest  Gay  Prida  Calabration  anywhere?  June  has  become  Gay  Pride  Month,  with  special 
gay  events  every  weekend  and  most  of  the  days  in  between.  It  all  climaxes  with  our  tremendous  two-day  Gay  Pride  Festival  June  26th  and  27th.  With  over  one  hundred 
exhibitors,  arts  and  crafts,  four  entertainment  areas,  delicious  food,  and  the  special  magic  of  sharing  the  experience  with  thousands  and  thousands  of  your  sisters  and 
brothers.  It’s  all  on  ten  acres  of  exposition  space  sprawling  in  the  summer  sun  of  West  Hollywood.  Stroll  through  the  exhibit  tents,  have  a  beer  as  you  watch  a 
show,  disco  a  little  (or  square  dance  if  you  prefer),  take  a  free  ride  in  the  ascension  balloon.  There’s  so  much  to  do,  you'll  want  to  be  there  both  days,  but  there's 
more.  Sunday  the  27th  at  noon  sharp,  the  13th  annual  Christopher  Street  West/Los  Angeles  Gay  Pride  Parade  whistles  off  on  fabled  Santa  Monica  Blvd.  Whether  you’re 
at  curbside  or  sitting  in  the  grandstands,  it’s  a  parade  you’ll  never  forget.  Along  with  the  bands  and  floats  and  politicians, there  will  be  about  eight  or  ten  thousand 
celebrities:  those  wonderful  people  who  participate  in  the  parade  themselves.  There  are  also  some  of  the  usual  celebrities,  but  the  Los  Angeles  Parade  truly 
presents  Gay  Organizations  from  every  area  of  the  globe  and  every  facet  of  our  beautifully  diversified  gay  culture.  It's  a  fast-moving,  colorful,  spiritually-uplifting 
spectacle  with  no  messages  missed,  and  every  marching  group  displaying  their  banner  with  the  kind  of  Gay  Pride  that  raises  goosebumps. 


The  vast  Los  Angeles  gay  community  bristles  with  excitement  during  Gay  Pride  Month.  Special  events  resound  from  the  Silveriake  district,  Hollywood,  the  San 
Fernando  Valley  and  South  Bay,  and  from  Long  Beach,  Pomona,  Garden  Grove  and  all  of  the  other  communities  that  are  home  to  over  three-quarters  of  a  million  sisters 
and  brothers. 


Why  not  come  and  celebrate  it  with  us?  Tickets  are  available  now  by  mail  order. 


BOTH  DAYS,  $5.00 

All  shows  and  attractions  included.  Order 
now;  ADVANCE  TICKET  HOLDERS  are 
eligible  for  valuable  prizes,  trips,  weekends, 
etc.  Winning  numbers  will  be  posted  at  the 
festival.  Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery. 
Send  ticket  order  to:  TICKETS,  C.  S.  W., 
7985  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Suite  109,  West 
Hollywood,  California,  90046 


J  NUMBER  OP  TICKETS  TO  BE  SENT _ AMOUNT  ENCLOSED 

j  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  NUMBER _ DATE _ 

J  PLEASE  PRINT 

■name  _ 

| ADDRESS _ 

j  CITY _ STATE _ 

I  PHONE _ ZIP _ 

I 


Photos  by  Walker  ft  Meyers 
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FULL  MOON  RISING  PRESENTS 

A  Fundraiser  lor  WOMEN,  INC. 


June  Millington 

in  Concert  with 

Mary  Watkins  and  Linda  Tillery 

and  Featuring 

Joy  Pene'  Julks,  Bass 
Bernice  Brooks.  Drums 


April  17,1 962  The  Strand  Theater 

7:30  p  m  543  Columbia  Road,  Dorchester 

Interpreted  in  ASl  tor  the  Hearing  Impaired.  Wheelchair  Accessible 
Reserved  Seating.  $8.00  Tickets  Available  March  16th  at  the  following:  The  River 
Street  Emporium.  53  River  St..  Camb  661-2059;  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  22  Bromtield 
St. .  Boston,  542-0144;  Nancy  Becker  (tor  the  Hearing-Impaired  and  friends  only); 
Boston  Sell  Help  Center  (tor  the  Differently  Abled  and  friends  only).  18  Williston 
Rd..  Brookline,  277-0080;  Mall  Order  (Send  check  made  payable  to  Full  Moon 
Rising  and  Self-Addressed.  Stamped  envelope  to:  22  Jackson  Rd  .  Somerville.  MA 
02145;  Childcare  Reservations  by  April  10:  288-8218; 

For  Further  Intormation.  call:  864-6432. 


Lesbians  in  Long-Term  Relations  (3  Years  Plus) 

Are  you  and  your  lover  one  of  the  few  remaining  couples  in 
your  social  circle? 

Do  you  have  no  one  to  complain  to  but  each  other? 

Are  you  struggling  to  be  a  couple  and  at  the  same  time,  not 
to  be  a  couple? 

Does  loving  get  lost  between  the  laundry  and  the  library? 

Is  the  "honeymoon"  over? 

Consider  'Surviving  the  First  Fifty  Years  Together',  a  couples  group 
Facilitated  by  Priscilla  Hoffnung,  Ph.D.,  Licensed  Psychologist, 
and  Nancy  Snyder,  M.S. 

Copley  Square  Office  For  info  call  536- 1 288 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Group  forming  now  for  gay  men  who  wish  to  learn  how 
to  deal  better  with  others  in  interpersonal  situations. 
The  group  will  have  a  cognitive  —  behavioral  focus  and 
will  make  use  of  such  techniques  as  modeling  —  role 
playing  and  assertiveness  training. 

for  information  and  or  evaluation 
call  262-9116,  insurance  accepted 


45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Become  a  Political 


At  last,  GCN  supplies  the  answer  to  the 
ever-present  problem  of  what  to  wear  to 
marches,  demonstrations,  support 
groups,  etc.  Introducing  the  QCN  Tee 
Shirt,  more  than  a  statement  in  style,  it’s 
a  statement  in  politics.  Order  yours  to¬ 
day  and  let  the  crowd  at  the  bar  know 
you  also  have  a  mind! 

Regular  Tee  Shirt  (S,M,L,XL):  red, 
blue,  turquoise,  orange,  lavender, 
purple,  pink,  or  magenta.  $6.00 
Tank  Top  (S,M,L):  lavender,  magen¬ 
ta  or  turquoise.  $5.00 

French  Cut  (M,L):  navy  or  black. 
$7.00 

Baseball  Tee  Shirts  (S,M,L):  white 
with  black,  red,  green  or  yellow 
sleeves.  $8.00 

Send  check  and  your  first,  second 
and  third  choice  of  style  and  color 

t0:  GCN  Tee  Shirt 

22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
Or  Just  drop  by  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6 


. .  — »l 


Combining  Forces 


The  Windy  City  Gay  Chorus  (dir. 
Richard  Garrin  Pekala)  and  The 
New  York  City  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
(dir.  Gary  Miller).  Avery  Fisher 
Hall,  Lincoln  Center,  New  York 
City.  Sunday  evening,  Feb.  14, 
1982. 

By  F.  J.  Collins 

On  Valentine’s  Day  in  Avery 
Fisher  Hall  I  attended  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  celebration.  Throughout 
this  prestigious  concert  hall  at 
New  York  City’s  Lincoln  Center 
an  overpowering  eroticism  filled 
an  audience  of  largely  gay  men 
with  pride  in  their  community. 
The  New  York  City  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  combined  with  the  Windy 
City  Gay  Chorus  (in  their  New 
York  debut)  to  present  an  evening 
of  music  celebrating  the  love  and 
passion  men  can  share  with  one 
another. 

The  concert  was  undeniably 
political.  Not  only  their  choice  of 
repertoire,  but  the  choice  of  day, 
and  the  congregation  of  two  gay 
choruses  made  this  a  significant 
statement  of  the  gay  presence  in 
American  life.  The  members  of 
each  chorus  gather  to  sing 
together  of  their  own  experience 
of  life  as  gay  people.  Their  efforts 
last  Sunday  offered  much  to  think 
on  and  to  admire. 

/  America  was  the  dominant 
voice  on  the  program.  Composers 
included  Norman  dello  Joio,  Ed¬ 
ward  Bairstow,  Willy  Richter, 
Janis  Ian,  George  Gershwin,  Vin¬ 
cent  Persichetti,  Randall  Thomp¬ 
son  and  Charles  Ives.  Their  songs, 
which  represent  many  aspects  of 
American  life,  were  given  a  new 
signifcance  which  is  best  il¬ 
lustrated  by  the  audience’s  roar  of 
approval  and  delight  when  the 
New  York  chorus  began  to  sing 
“Some  day  he’ll  come  along/  The 
man  I  love  .  .  .” 

The  Chicago  chorus  began  with 
a  collection  of  pieces  which  dis¬ 


played  their  talents  while  not,  on 
the  whole,  reflecting  the  ambience 
of  the  rest  of  the  program.  “A 
Jubilant  Song”  by  dello  Joio  on  a 
text  by  Walt  Whitman  was  obvi¬ 
ously  designed  to  open  with  a 
flourish,  but  this  mood  was  dis¬ 
pelled  by  Mendelssohn’s  motet 
“Beati  Mortui”  and  Bruckner’s 
“Das  Deutsche  Lied.”  These 
pieces,  distinguished  in  them¬ 
selves,  seemed  inappropriate  in 
the  context  of  the  rest  of  the  con¬ 
cert.  They  were  followed  by  a 
short  work  by  Edward  Bairstow 
on  an  erotic  text  from  the  Song  of 
Songs  and  a  rather  overwritten 
piece  by  Willy  Richter,  “The 
Creation.”  More  popular  music 
followed  with  songs  from  Pippin, 
On  The  Twentieth  Century  and 
Celebration.  Most  intersting  of 
these  were  Janis  Ian’s  “Jesse” 
and  an  amusing  list  of  male  attrac¬ 
tions,  “New  York  City  Guys.” 
The  chorus’  conductor,  Richard 
Garrin  Pekala,  arranged  much  of 
this  music  and  his  sensitive  setting 
of  “Jesse”  gave  the  subject  of 
loneliness  a  bittersweet  charm. 

The  New  York  City  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  presented  a  selection  of 
mostly  lighter  pieces.  The  two 
items  of  more  weighty  intent  were 
both  flawed.  An  ill-advised  ar¬ 
rangement  of  Dowland’s  17th- 
century  lute  song,  “Come  again, 
sweet  love,”  denatured  the  ob¬ 
vious  sexuality  to  be  found  in  both 
its  text  and  in  Dowland’s  own 
four-part  version.  I  thought  Ron 
Nelson’s  “Behold  Man”  inap¬ 
propriate  to  an  evening  dedicated 
to  pride  in  gay  love.  Its  text  and 
bold  harmonic  construction  sug¬ 
gest  to  me  an  arrogant  power  akin 
to  the  music  of  imperial  England’s 
composers,  rather  than  power 
shared  among  equals. 

The  rest  of  the  program  was 
well  chosen.  Two  Vincent  Persi¬ 
chetti  songs,  “Song  of  Peace” 
and  “Sam  Was  a  Man,”  pre¬ 


sented  a  contrast  of  ideas  which  I 
discovered  again  when  both 
choruses  joined  to  sing  two 
movements  from  Carl  Orff’s  Car¬ 
mine  Burana.  A  mixture  of 
aspiration  and  earthiness  summed 
up  the  relation  between  the  poli¬ 
tical  and  the  sensual  which 
characterized  the  concert. 

These  different  ways  to  under¬ 
stand  old  texts  found  a  particular 
place  in  the  popular  music.  The 
audience  relished  the  Gershwin 
medley,  Rodgers’  and  Hart’s  “My 
Funny  Valentine”  and  Scott’s  and 
Russell’s  “He  Ain’t  Heavy,  He’s 
My  Brother”  for  their  newly  ac¬ 
quired  gay  meanings.  There  was 
humor,  too,  in  Charles  Ives’  rag¬ 
time  “Circus  Band”  and  a  Ste¬ 
phen  Foster  song  about  mous¬ 
taches.  (I  note  that  all  this  music  is 
American.) 

So  much  for  the  atmosphere  of 
the  concert.  Its  musical  achieve¬ 
ments  were  more  modest.  Because 
of  the  reputation  of  Avery  Fisher, 
and  the  enthusiastic  response  both 
choruses  received,  I  needed  to  re¬ 
mind  myself  of  their  amateur 
status.  Intonation  problems  blem¬ 
ished  several  items,  especially 
Randall  Thompson’s  The  Last 
Words  of  David  and  the  Gershwin 
medley.  This  was  unfortunate  for 
the  Thompson  because  they  dis¬ 
tracted  me  from  its  message:  “He 
that  ruleth  over  men  must  be  just, 
ruling  in  the  fear  of  God  .  .  .,”  a 
comment,  I  could  not  help  think¬ 
ing,  on  the  current  Administra¬ 
tion. 

The  vocal  qualities  of  both 
choruses  could  be  improved. 
Never  did  either  volume  or  tone 
come  up  to  my  expectations  of 
such  large  forces.  Two  hundred 
men  ought  to  be  able  to  set  Avery 
Fisher  ringing  with  sound,  yet  I 
heard  only  one  good  forte  all 
evening.  The  louder  sounds  must 
be  possible  because  both  groups 
continued  on  page  13 


Prisoners’  Clearinghouse 


We  at  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project 
often  get  letters  from  prisoners 
who  are  really  being  treated  rudely 
(above  and  beyond  the  usual  ter¬ 
rorism  of  the  prison  business)  be¬ 
cause  of  their  being  queer:  sexual 
assaults,  denial  of  lesbian  or  gay 
publications,  transfer  to  other 
prisons  when  they  try  to  file  pro¬ 
tests.  It’s  a  frustrating  experience 
for  us  because,  to  begin  with,  pris¬ 
oners  are  often  hard  to  contact 
(even  by  mail!)  especially  at  times 
when  the  prison  is  harassing  them. 
This  is  one  of  the  tools  of  the 
prison  trade:  what  the  folks  out¬ 
side  don’t  know  about  won’t  make 
them  angry. 

But  prisoners  are  especially  hard 
to  contact  and  support  from  long 
distances.  Prison  officials  in  At¬ 
tica,  N.Y.,  and  Soledad,  Calif., 


are  much  more  responsive  to  let¬ 
ters,  etc.,  from  Buffalo/Rochester 
and  San  Francisco  than  they  are  to 
letters  and  press  coverage  from 
Boston.  They’re  afraid  that  local 
media  or  some  local  group  or  law¬ 
yer  might  get  involved  and  burst 
their  net  of  secrecy  and  call  public 
attention  to  something  the  of¬ 
ficials  want  to  keep  behind  their 
walls. 

So  we’re  going  to  try  to  put 
together  some  information  about 
individuals,  groups,  media,  etc.,  in 
the  vicinity  of  prisons  where  we 
have  lesbian  or  gay  readers.  Any 
information  of  this  sort  that  you 
might  have  is  of  interest  to  us.  For 
example,  information  about  indi¬ 
viduals  who  would  be  willing  on  a 
now-and-then  basis  to  write  a  let¬ 
ter  of  support  at  a  critical  moment 


to  a  prisoner  (not  necessarily  as  a 
penpal,  just  helping  out  in  a  hard 
time  and  at  the  same  time  letting 
the  prison  officials  know  that  the 
person  does  have  some  contact 
with  the  outside),  or  maybe  a  letter 
of  protest  to  a  warden  or  to  the 
local  media:  such  information 
would  be  very  helpful  in  critical 
moments  for  these  incredibly  vul¬ 
nerable  people. 

Let  us  hear  from  you  so  we  can 
begin  to  compile  a  network  of  re¬ 
sources  in  the  vicinity  of  each 
prison  where  we  have  readers.  Any 
information  at  all  (it  needn’t  be 
strictly  lesbian  or  gay  resources) 
would  be  appreciated,  as  would 
any  relevant  ideas  or  experience 
you  want  to  add  regarding  pris¬ 
oner  support. 

Thank  you. 
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High  Camp 


Aida.  Music  by  Giuseppe  Verdi. 
Libretto  by  Antonio  Ghislanzoni. 
Sets  by  Herbert  Senn  and  Helen 
Pond.  With  Shirley  Verrett, 
James  McCracken,  David  Arnold, 
Mignon  Dunn.  Conducted  and 
Directed  by  Sara  Caldwell. 

Several  years  ago  a  friend  of 
mine  returned  from  a  trip  to 
France.  I  asked  after  the  Paris 
bars  and  porno  theaters  and  he 
pulled  my  arm  conspiratorially 
and  said:  “We  skipped  the  bars 
this  time  and  only  went  to  the 
opera;  it’s  much  gayer.”  Back 
then  I  thought  he  was  referring  to 
cruising  [quite  possible;  I  know 
someone  who  spent  his  entire  two 
weeks  in  Paris  cruising  Notre 
Dame,  and  making  out  quite  well] 
but  just  recently  have  1  discovered 
what  he  really  meant.  In  gay  male 
sub-culture,  camp  is  something  of 
a  universl  language;  it  is  at  once 
trivial  and  serious,  artificial  and 
emotionally  edifying.  It  is  a  sen¬ 
sibility,  a  way  of  seeing  things  in  a 
new  perspective  through  an  in¬ 
verted  imagination. 

Take  Aida  (now  in  revival  at 
The  Opera  Company  of  Boston); 
it  embraces  the  camp  sensibility 
with  such  grace  and  ease  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  avoid  the 
pleasure  it  affords.  Artificiality 
seems  to  be  at  the  very  heart  of 
Aida.  Here  we  have  a  story  set  in 
and  about  ancient  Egypt  sung  to 
music  that  is  clearly  grand  Italian 
opera.  The  themes  of  erotic  vs. 
patriotic  love  don’t  conflict  so 
much  as  reinforce  the  notion  that 
the  love,  the  passion,  that  is  most 
important.  Yet  this  passion  is  set 
in  a  dramatic  structure  so  famil¬ 
iar,  so  worn,  our  pleasure  comes 

Forces 

achieved  a  very  delicate  (and  well 
tuned)  pianissimo  several  times, 
especially  under  Mr.  Garrin  Pe- 
kala.  The  choruses  sang,  on  the 
whole,  with  conviction  and  a  crisp 
ensemble. 

A  special  note  should  be  made 
of  Larry  Moore’s  skills  as  an  ar¬ 
ranger.  His  confection  of  New 
York  City  and  Chicago  songs 
demonstrated  a  considerable  wit 
and  facility  with  melodic  and  har¬ 
monic  counterpoint  worthy  of 


prisoners,  it  you’d 
like  to  be  part  of  the 
growing  movement 
against  the  world’s 
military  machine  and 
its  “might  makes  right" 
ideas  (that  you  know  so 
well!),  check  out  the  ar¬ 
ticle  on  page  3  of  this 


in  knowing,  rather  than  not  know¬ 
ing,  what  is  going  to  happen.  It  is 
the  juxtaposition  of  style  and  con¬ 
tent  (the  essence  of  camp)  that 
takes  what  we  know  and  shows  it 
to  us  again.  Novelist  Ronald  Fir- 
bank  once  said;  “I  dare  say,  dear, 
you  can’t  judge  of  Egypt  by 
Aida.”  And,  of  course,  the 
marvel  of  this  answer  is  that  it  can 
be  both  yes  and  no. 

A  successful  production  of 
Aida  is  going  to  allow  us  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  structure  while  always 
believing  in  the  characters’  emo¬ 
tions.  The  Senn  and  Pond  scenery 
design  here  is  wonderfully  fake 
Egyptian.  They  ahve  framed  the 
proscenium  and  boxes  with  what 
looks  like  a  1930s  version  of  Egyp¬ 
tian  deco  design  and  created  a 
series  of  amazingly  fluid  flats  and 
scrims  for  quick  scene  changing. 
The  plaza  at  Thebes  at  the  end  of 
the  second  act  bears  a  striking 
resemblance  to  several  sets  in  The 
Ten  Commandments:  it  manages 
to  both  suggest  and  deny  authen¬ 
ticity.  The  private  apartments  of 
Amneris,  earlier  in  the  act,  are 
quite  lovely,  their  light  airy  lofti¬ 
ness  contrasting  with  the  confines 
of  the  later  temple  scenes.  Most  of 
the  performers  are  costumed  in 
pastels  —  every  now  and  then 
there  is  a  head  dress  that  brings  us 
back  to  the  mid-east  —  and  flow¬ 
ing  garments  that  would  look  as  at 
home  in  Verona  as  on  the  Nile. 
Rather  than  distracting,  all  this 
allows  us  to  bask  in  the  theatricali¬ 
ty  of  the  piece. 

No  matter  what  it’s  served  in 
half  of  the  meat  and  potatoes  here 
are  the  characters’  relationships. 
Luckily  Shirley  Verrett  dishes  it 
out.  She  manages  to  convey  simul- 


greater  recognition.  I  am  inclined 
to  chastise  both  conductors  for 
not  acknowledging  this  talent 
after  Mr.  Moore  had  spent  the 
whole  evening  turning  pages. 

The  gesture  choral  concerts  like 
this  afford  the  gay  movement 
should  not  go  unnoticed.  Gary 
Miller’s  dedication  of  Kern’s  and 
Hammerstein’s  All  the  Things 
You  Are  to  “our  families,  friends 
and,  especially,  our  lovers”  was 
not  so  much  for  us  a  personal  af- 


wu  EJECTED  A  BETTER  VIEW- 

issue,  decide  how  you 
feel  about  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  solving  prob¬ 
lems  by  means  of  war, 
and  send  us  your  writ¬ 
ing,  letters,  or  artwork. 
We  will  see  that  it’s 
sent  to  the  UN  Special 
Sessions  on  Disarma- 


taneously  the  regal  manner  of  a 
princess  and  the  enforced  subser¬ 
vience  of  a  slave.  With  a  full,  fine 
voice  she  suggests  both  love  and 
pain  directly  and  naturally.  In 
both  her  duets  with  David  Arnold, 
as  her  father,  and  James  Mc¬ 
Cracken,  as  her  lover,  Verrett  fill¬ 
ed  the  sparsely  set  stage  with 
enough  emotional  resonance  to 
furnish  several  theaters.  She  also 
complemented  Mr.  Arnold’s  rich 
voice,  and  supplied  the  grace  and 
passion  that  were  somewhat  miss¬ 
ing  from  McCracken’s  love 
scenes.  In  contrast  to  Verrett’s 
eloquence  Migon  Dunn’s  Amneris 
was  stagebound.  In  good  voice, 
though  not  loud  enough  at  times, 
she  appeared  rather  uncomfort¬ 
able  moving  around.  (Someone 
during  intermission  suggested  she 
was  doing  a  bad  imitation  of  Liz 
Taylor  in  Cleopatra .) 

Perhaps  more  than  other  operas 
Aida  epitomizes  the  queen’s 
response  to  the  form.  It  is  high 
camp  conceived  and  performed  on 
a  grand  scale.  (To  see  it  this  way  is 
not  to  diminish  its  beauty  or 
power  to  move;  it  has  this  plus  the 
sheer  theatricality  that  always  ex- 
citees  —  even  though  this  produc¬ 
tion  missed  the  requisite  elephants 
and  camels  for  the  Grand  March.) 
Like  the  fantasies  from  Holly¬ 
wood  that  have  churned  and  ig¬ 
nited  gay  male  imagination,  the 
great  dream  machine  of  opera 
distills  and  revamps  cultures  and 
feelings  and  presents  them  to  us  in 
a  new  light.  Aida,  in  this  produc¬ 
tion,  sparkles  and  moves;  you 
can’t  ask  for  more  than  that. 


firmation  of  our  individual  af¬ 
fairs,  but  a  collective  recognition 
of  each  other  as  a  community  of 
lovers.  We  joined  in  spirit  with  the 
singers  to  celebrate  our  gay  lives: 
our  need  to  be  sensitive  to  one 
another,  to  be  free  from  guilt,  to 
know  the  dark  as  well  as  the 
lighter  side  of  our  loves,  to  laugh 
at  ourselves,  and  to  rejoice  that 
our  bodies  and  spirits  can  some¬ 
times  be  united  in  this  very  public 
statement  of  all  the  things  we  are. 


Correction! 

A  typographical  error  occured  in 
last  week’s  review  of  Coming  to 
Power,  Book  Supplement  page 
one.  The  first  sentence  of  para¬ 
graph  one  in  column  three  should 
have  read,  “Rubin  also  addresses 
more  theoretical  problems,  such 
as  the  issue  of  consent,  as  does 
Johanna  Reimholdt,  who  de¬ 
scribes  how  the  ‘argument  of  the 
Idiot-Woman’  is  used  by  the  pro¬ 
ponents  of  what  Rubin  calls 
‘femininism  ’  against  feminist 
deviants:”  etc. 


ment,  and  would  also 
like  to  consider  some 
of  it  for  publication  in 
GCN. 

Send  your  stuff  to: 
Prisoner  Project,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 
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GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


EXCITING  GROWTH  POTENTIAL! 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay: Men 
to  Work  on  Various  Life  issues 
NOW  FORMING 

Mass  Bay 

Counseling  Associates 


Dennis  ladaroia  965-1311 


Don  McGaw 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Immigration 

•  Wills 

•  Civil  St  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Corporate  Matters 

•  Estate  Planning 

Two  Park  Square* 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 

617-426-2020 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181  E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


South  End  /  Boston 

apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 

Bennett/ Bowen  Assoc. 

619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston  267-5320 


□  $62  Three  years  □  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $43.50  Two  years  □  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 

(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name  _ 

address  _ 

city _ state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  Mastercharge 

name _ _ 

account  no.  □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

exp.  date _ signature  _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN".  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 

— — — — — ■  ■■■  '  ■  —  —  ■■  ■  ^ — i— — . 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

TWO  GERMAN  MALES,  25/21  YS 
Blond,  6 '2",  178  lbs,  coming  to  San 
Francisco,  11.6  •  17.7.  Wd  like  to  stay 
w/a  nice  guy  or  two;  that  makes  travel¬ 
ing  cheaper  &  really  more  impressive 
...  We  don't  want  to  be  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  Tourists,  but  visitors,  'cause 
everyday  life  &  people  are  more  inter¬ 
esting  than  attractions.  Improving  lan¬ 
guage  knowledge  is  a  desirable  thing; 
are  you  interested  in  speaking  German? 
Maybe  you  like  to  see  Germany  —  so 
what  about  your  return  visit?  Please 
write  to  Volker  Kmiecinski,  Worps- 
weder  Str.  21,  2822  Schwanewede  1, 
West  Germany. _  (34) 

PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
When  we  do  something  wrong 
It’s  a  Whopper 

I  love  you  more  than  whatever  is  left. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

ATTENTION  BUSINESSMEN! 
Young  businessman  on  the  S.  Shore 
sks  to  meet  other  yng  businessmen  in 
this  area.  Possible  mutual  interests. 
Only  sincere  reply.  Dana,  after  6  p.m. 
331-7272. _ (34) 

NORTH  OF  BOSTON 
GWM  39  5' 10"  165  lbs  into  outdoors  wd 
like  to  meet  men  about  same  age  for 
good  times  or  relationship  N  of  Bos 
and/or  S.  NH.  Send  photo  &  phone. 
Thanks.  GCN  Box  523. _ (35) 

J.B.  J.B.  J.B.  J.B.  J.B. 
Runnin  around  in  Doris  Day  jeans 
Always  in  a  rush 
Just  cause  it’s  your  birthday 
Doesn’t  mean  you  shouldn’t  brush.  (34) 
GWF  prof  woman  39  recently  moved 
enjoys  life,  friends,  quiet  eves.  Dining 
out/in  like  honest/caring  people.  Write 
&  if  we  have  mutual  interests  let’s  meet. 
GCN  Box  524. _ (36) 

I  MISS  YOU!  What  can  I  do,  I  want  to 
see  you.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Park  Plaza,  in  the  rain 
and  the  fog,  it  all  seemed  pretty  terrible. 
But  I  want  to  see  you.  Let’s  go  to  a 
movie.  Call  me? _ (34) 

BIG  BROTHER 

But  not  Orwellian!  I’m  35,  GWM,  tall, 
not  fat.  Runner/swimmer,  rebellious, 
political,  energetic,  understanding, 
affectionate.  A  prof  writer,  I  travel 
worldwide,  live  in  NYC  &  SF.  Happy 
now  but  wd  like  to  share  life  &  world 
w/ynger  guy  15-24  who’s  growing.  Let’s 
exch  letters  &  photos.  All  races.  All  ans. 
Peace.  Joe.  GCN  Box  492. _ (39) 

ROCK  THE  NITE  AWAY 
Long  Island  couple.  Sagittarians,  late 
20’s,  aware,  down  to  earth,  into  college, 
music,  partying,  life  &  hot  times.  Not 
into  head  games  or  exteriors.  Wd  like  to 
attend  Rock/New  Wave  concerts  &  ex¬ 
change  lodging  &  hospitality  w/accom- 
odating  singles  or  couples.  Call  late 
(516)  283-4283Ray&  Cliff. _ (35) 

ALBANY  NY  AREA  TRAVELERS 
BiWM  37,  6 '1 ",  .180,  wants  to  meet 
other  gays.  I’m  clean,  discreet,  phone  # 
appreciated  but  not  necessary  all  let- 
ters  answered  Box  2  Troy  NY  12181.  (36) 

CUTE  &  FUNNY  IN  NYC 
GWM  in  NYC  5'10"  180  br  eyes  bd  sk 
GM  who  loves  opera  gd  talk  politics 
arts  pref  masc  ftbal  bid  Im  brite  warm 
funny  sincere  friendly  NYers  write  to 
GCN  Box  520  gd  personality  imp,  (34) 
Athletic  female  25  Ikng  for  same  to 
share  sports,  music,  occasional  trip  to 
bars.  New  to  Northeast  region  wd  like 
to  meet  women  in  mid  20’s  w/similar  in- 
terests.  GCN  Box  521. _ (34) 

Am  interested  in  meeting  a  yng  man, 
under  23,  who  can  appreciate  an  affec¬ 
tionate  GWM,  gdlkng  35,  &  easy  to  be 
with.  Lets  talk,  Greg  267-7422.  (34) 

Intelligent  lesbian.  30’s  former  Bos¬ 
tonian,  also  like  fun  &  sensuality.  Inter¬ 
ested  in  thoughtful,  professional  fem- 
inist,  GCN  Box  515. _ (14) 

LF  30’s,  prof  writer,  college  teacher,  at 
home  in  arts  &  exercise,  silence  &  con¬ 
versation.  Sks  a  woman  also  settled  in 
herself.  Write!  GCN  Box  522.  (34) 

GWF  41  sks  GF  30-45  for  friendship  & 
love,  if  chemistry  seems  right.  I’m  hon¬ 
est,  warm  &  true;  like  movies,  lively  con¬ 
versation  &  open,  caring  self-aware  peo- 
ple.  PO  Box  71,  Wenham,  MA  01984  (34) 

GWM  5 '9",  155  lbs.  Alone  no  money 
building  own  home  by  myself.  Honestly 
need  a  gay  friend.  Pis  connect  soon 
from  anywhere.  GCN  Box  518. _ (37) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mall 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

MUSCLEMEN  &  ATHLETES 

ESCAPE  CRUEL  WINTERS 
31  M  doctor  from  India  Gk  act  sks  M 
25-35  Gk  pass  who  want  2  move  2  LA  & 
needs  home  &  love  &  job.  Omar  2210 
Wlshire  #285,  Santa  Monica,  CA 
90403. _ (35) 

INSTRUCTION 

BASIC  ASTROLOGY  CLASS 
Understand  yourself  thru  your 
birthchart.  Learn  to  work  with  your 
planetary  cycles.  10  wks,  beg  Apr  5. 
$50.  Judith  776-3249. _ (35) 

WANTED 


FIGHT  FOR  FREEDOM  GIFT 
Gay  prisoner  needs  typewriter  to  do 
legal  work.  Pis  send  to:  Joseph  Grier, 
Box  8-4058,  Florence,  AZ  85232.  (34) 


ROOMMATES _ 

LF  w/cat  sks  LF  24  pis  to  share  Ig  Porter 
Sq  apt.  Fireplace,  garden.  No  smokers 
or  strict  veggies.  $200  pis  util.  Avail  4/1. 
776-8454  eves. _ (34) 

By  the  Pru  —  1  bdrm  apt  shared  bath 
$265/mo  inc  utils.  Pis  call  Joe  267-7422. 
This  is  a  gay  house  w/a  pleasant  friend- 
ly  atmosphere. _ (c) 

Allston-Gay  or  strt  woman  wntd  to 
share  3  bdrm  apt  (wndfl  loc)  w/2  wmn 
(22  &  30)  &  1  cat  (age  unknown)  meat  & 
smoke  OK.  Small  rm,  but  cheap  $100 
pis  16  utils.  $150  sec  dep.  Pis  call 
782-5836  ask  for  Karen  or  Sue. _ (33) 

Need  F  rmte  for  sunny,  spacious  N 
Camb  apt  on  quiet  block  nr  excellent 
busline  to  Hvd  Sq.  $205  plus  util.  Avail 
4/1.  Days  661-3567;  eves  491-2944.  (34) 

Lesbian  mother  of  2  kids  boy  5  girl  6  sks 
F  26  pis  to  shr  apt  in  Newtonville  hse. 
Kids  live  in  every  other  wk  own  spa¬ 
cious  rm  conv  location  warm  friendly 
home.  $250  inc  ht  &  util.  Eves  332-4881, 
625-8490. _ (34) 

Politically  active  women  household  sks 
4th  in  W.  Somerville,  $125.  Must  be 
committed  to  anti-racist  politics.  (617) 
666-3231. _ (34) 

GWM  25  neat  clean  photo  student  Ikng 
for  place  to  live.  Straight  act  &  app  pref 
same.  Move  in  April  1.  GCN  Box  525.(34) 
LF  Ikng  for  same  to  share  4  rm  apt, 
Nashua,  NH.  Lg  bdrm,  pkng  &  all  utils. 
225/mo  pis  deposit,  avail  immed.  (603) 
889-1416. _ (35) 

LF  sks  LF  25  pis  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  nr 
Central  Sq  Camb.  Cozy  space  &  exc 
location.  $200/mo  inc  ht.  Avail  4/1. 
491-5655  eves. _ (35) 

Lesbian  feminist  sks  same  to  share 
sunny  2  bdrm  apt  167.50  w/ht  sea-view. 
281-1543  morn-noon,  lOpm-midnite  or 
write  PO  Bx  1126  Gloucester,  MA 
01930.  Keep  trying  I’m  very  hard  to 
reach.  No  tobacco  please. _ (35) 

Own  apt  in  JP  co-op  hse.  Join  us  in 
establishing  this  affordable  &  secure 
situation.  No  profits,  no  landlord. 
Women,  minorities,  progressives 
preferred.  524-0982  eves. _ (36) 

BIG  BEAUTIFUL  CNTRY  HOME 
90  acres,  lake,  wood  ht  &  gardens  Little¬ 
ton,  MA  40  mins  fr  Bos  5  min  to  train.  2 
GFs  sk  3rd,  24  pis  into  positiveness  of 
living.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  Intrsts  are 
self-awareness,  music,  growing  things 
&  a  gd  joke.  $135  pis  util.  AvI  4/1  or  5/1. 
486-3078. _ (37) 

LF  27  &  wonder  dog  sk  neat,  resp 
animal  loving  LF  to  share  nice  JP  apt  no 
smoke/drugs.  Reasonable  rent.  Avail 
oow.  Marv  732-3175:  eve:  524-4007.  (34) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Information  on  ALASKAN  and  OVER¬ 
SEAS  employment.  Excellent  income 
potential.  Call  (312)  741-9780  Extension 
7245. _ (34) 

Like  to  clean?  Come  work  with  Leisure 
Cleaning  Services,  Ltd.,  an  established 
bonded  &  insured  residential  cleaning 
company.  527-3032  for  interview.  (34) 

ALTERNATIVE  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES! 
The  environment,  foreign  affairs, 
women’s  rights,  media,  health/educa¬ 
tion,  community  organizing,  and  more. 
Work  you  can  believe  in!  Send  $4  for 
latest  nationwide  listing.  COMMUNITY 
JOBS,  Box  121,  1520  16th  St,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20036. _ (36) 

LAW  CLERK 

Gay  male  or  Lesbian  law  clerk  full-time 
Summer  1982  for  Gay  male  lawyer  with 
gay  following:  PI,  criminal,  malpractice, 
dom  rel  &  general  gay  male/lesbian  law. 
Could  lead  to  association/partnership. 
Prefer  politically  committed.  Send 
resume  letter  to  Gerald  Gerash,  PO  Box 
18281,  Denver,  CO  80218. _ (37) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

JOBS  WANTED 

FAST  TRACK  GAY  MBA 
I’m  33  w/a  8SBA  &  an  MBA.  8  pis  yrs  in 
HI-TECH  managing  people,  develop¬ 
ment  of  automated  systems,  re-orgs, 
$1 M  pis  cost  center,  emphasis  on  in¬ 
creasing  productivity  in  admin  proc¬ 
esses.  Lkng  for  career  opportunity, 
$45 K  pis  benefits.  GCN  Box  519.  (35) 

HIGH  TECH 

GM  laid-off  teacher,  finishing  intensive 
computer  program,  sks  job  or  job  con¬ 
tact  in  Boston-area  company  as  tech 
writer,  COBOL  or  BASIC  programmer. 
267-6782  Greg. _ (34) 

P’TOWN  OR  OGUNQUIT 
Houseboy  or  similar  job  wanted  by 
responsible,  experienced  25  yr  old 
excellent  references,  avail  immed  reply 
Box  318  Jacksonville,  VT  05342.  (35) 


APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester  2  bdrm  near  stores  &  T,  pets 
OK,  laundry  rm,  back  yard  $300  un- 
heated.  Sec  dep  (61 7)  436-0011.  (34) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
2  rm  efficiency  share  bath  w/one  apt. 
Safe  bldg,  heat  &  util  inc.  $225/mo. 
262-8842  owners. _ (34) 


LF’s:  Dor  rooms  avail  Mar  15  turn.  Pis 
util  top  fir  share  den  bth  Ig  kitch.  No 
pets  smoking  drugs  must  be  clean  hon- 
est  quiet  (617)  288-9471, _ (35) 

READING  —  RTES  128  &  93 
Quiet  loc  15  min  to  Boston.  Lg  mod  2 
bdrm,  2  bth,  eat-in  kitch.  New  appli¬ 
ances,  D&D,  central  a/c,  w/w,  pool,  park, 
laundry.  Ht  &  a/c  inc.  Eves  762-1591 
(Norwood). _ (33) 

All  new  apt  for  rent  fireplace  deck  Vh 
bdrm,  Mass  Ave  nr  hosp  trans  rec 
500/mo  htd  262-7199  x  636. _ (34) 

JP  1  bdrm  apt  on  ground  fl  $275/mo  inc 
ht,  1  mo  sec  dep  req,  522-8859.  (32) 

Boston  S  End  nr  BCA  &  E  Berkeley  St  2 
rm  floor-thru:  bed/livingroom  pis  Ige 
eat-in  kitch.  Ownr-occ  bldg  $385  inc 
util,  426-6081  eves. _ (34) 

PUBLICATIONS 

SPECIAL  ISSUE  MAENAD! 
MAENAD,  a  women’s  literary  journal,  is 
a  quarterly  feminist  magazine,  featuring 
prose,  visual  arts  &  some  poetry  of  a 
radical  feminsit  perspective.  THE 
LESBIAN/HETEROSEXUAL  SPLIT 

special  issue  now  available.  Subs: 
$16/yr.  This  issue  $5.50.  All  other  single 
copies  $4.50.  MAENAD,  P.O.  Box  738, 
Gloucester,  MA  01930. _ (  ) 

RESORTS 

P’TOWN — ASPASIA  GUEST  HOUSE 
For  women— reopening  Mar.  19.  Pkng, 
heated  rms,  off  season  rates,  shared 
bth,  central  loc.  (617)  487-2511,  92 
Bradford  St,  P’Town,  MA  02657.  (37) 

Buccaneer  —  3  mi  N  Ogunquit  $15 
couple  ouiet  indoor  heated  pool  private 
bath  TV  Rt  1,  Wells.  (207)  646-2140.  (25) 
FALLS  VILLAGE  INN  —  CONN 
For  women  to  be  together  ski  wkends. 
X-country  &  downhill,  rms  in  old  coloni¬ 
al  home.  Fireplaces.  11  wooded  acres. 
$15-30/night.  Wknds  only.  Women 
owned.  Jan  or  Karen  NYC  —  wk  (212) 
369-0741  wknds  CT  (203)  824-7479.  (39) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Jamaica  Plain:  Lg  commerical  space, 
ideal  for  artists’  lofts,  starting  at 
$35,000.  Jamaica  Plain  Real  Estate 
524-5464. 

WOMEN’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
6  units  plus  mgr  qtrs/efficiency.  Pool, 
hot  tub,  sundecks,  tropical  grdn.  Fur¬ 
nishings,  going  business  $245,000  as¬ 
sumable  mort  9-3/4%.  Will  consider 
2nd.  Principles  only  write  2012  Roose- 
velt  Drive,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (38) 

FOR  SALE _ 

72  Dart  Scant  6  —  $750/bo  totally  reli¬ 
able,  never  temperamental.  AC/PS/- 
PB/Body  fair/high  mileage/never  needs 
oil/  repair  rec  avail/492-0158. _ (33) 

LESBIAN  MUSIC 
Trish  Williams  new  cassette  tape 
Definitions 

On  sale  now  by  mail  for  $7.75  from 
PO  Box  11333,  Newington  CT  06111 
Strong  Woman-identified  music. 

m 


SURPLUS  JEEPS  $65,  CARS  $8S, 
TRUCK  $100.  Similar  bargains  avail¬ 
able.  Call  for  your  directory  on  how  to 
purchase.  (602)  998-0575  ext  6648.  Call 
refundable. _  (32) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138. _ (36) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord. 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

BOSTON  LE$BIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (c) 

MEN Tn  LOVE~ WITH  BO'YsT 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987. _ (38) 

SERVICES  _ 

ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
Individual  and  group  counseling 
Day  and  evening  appointments 
Boston  and  Cambridge  locations 
Ron  Skinner  (617)491-6920  (34) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 

_ For  initial  Appt. _ 

ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381. _ (26) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


MASSAGE 

Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
shiatsu,  acupressure  &  muscular  work. 
Instruction  also  available.  Trained  mas- 
seur.  Mykolas  Hazen  522-9164. _ (34) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


GAY  &  BISEXUAL  MEN’S  GROUPS 
Experienced  therapist  working  w/mar- 
ried  gay  men’s  groups;  gay  men’s 
groups  and  individual  therapy.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone,  MA.  451-1398  or 
661-4070. _ (c) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


COMING  OUT/STAYING  OUT 
Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  & 
Research  —  intro  workshop  call  Susan 
Gong  666-1648/524-3293  eve.  1st  Sat  ea. 
mo.  Call  for  schedule. _ (34) 


BACK  BAY  ASSOCIATES 

Walter  M.  Dybik,  MA.,  M.Ed. 
424-1381 
Psychotherapy 

Individual  —  Group  —  Couples 
Group  Openings  Now  Available 
Peter  L.  Shekel,  MS.,  RMT. 
266-8122 

SOMA  Neuromuscular  Integration 
Structural  Bodywork 
Free  Consultation 

Michael  Zucker,  R.Ac. 

661-4070 

General  Acupuncture  Services 
Diagnosis  and  Treatment 


GAY  MEN’S  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
SERVICE 
IN  BACK  BAY 

Currently  Has  2  Openings  for 
Individual  Psychotherapy 
Hours  Arrangeable 

(617)  262-9109  Boston  MA 


GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT 
Support  and  therapy  services  for 
persons  planning-involved  in  gender 
change.  Lie  Psychologist,  insurance 
accepted.  Ariel  Counseling  739-6381. 

(28) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun-'  Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $12  pe 

day  publication).  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  p|ease  cjrc|e  one  of  the  fo|,owing  ad  c 
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number  personals  prisoners 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area (6i7)j*i8 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Bo*  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-Whlte  Men  Social/Support  Group 
do  GCN,  Bo*  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Bo*  2750,  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  R.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
Cauldron  E*p.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  524-8575 

Chlltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Bo*  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

Community  Center,  104  Charles  #169,  Boston  02114 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physcians  of 

New  England  (61 7)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mld.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luvvers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Bo*  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-488 8 

Outreach  Institute,  Bo*  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
76  Brook  Hill  Rd.  Milton.  02167  846-7527 

Project  Place  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

POLITICAULEGALl 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  Against 
the  Right)  do  GCN,  Bo*  4,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

do  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115  471-8404 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  02116  542-5415 

student! 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesblan  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info. (M- F,  6-12)  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda  255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

women! 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 
Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 

Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186 W  Hampshire  St„  Camb.  661-0450 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling)  1-358-7512 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS 

AmTIkva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave,  02116  266-0612 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley(Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universallsts  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

media! 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfleld,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women’s  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Ariel  Counseling  739-6381 

Belville  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Sen/Ice  542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  ChannlngSt.,  Newton  Comer02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158  965-2040 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 

1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

ACCOMODATIONS _ 

Parkview  Guest  House,  85  Westland  Ave.  021 15  536-3608 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  22  Bromlield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

The  Eagle,  520  T remont  542-4494 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Herbies  Lone  Star,  8  Columbus  Ave  338-9852 

Harry’s  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  3389066 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  3387547 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  864-4130 

Pipeline,  9  Lansdowne  St.  5380206 

Playland,  21  Essex  St.  3387254 

Rustlers,  77  Berkeley  3389089 


2639607 


756-0730 


Skippers,  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere.  295  Franklin  St. 

Sporter’s  Cate,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  1 10  Boylston  St. 

Twelve  Seventy,  1270  Boylston 
Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St. 

South  Station  Cinema,  23  South  St. 

Art  Cinema,  204  T remont 

Eastern  Mass.(6i7 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01 754 
Frenz  &  Luwers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 
Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-5117 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead.  01915  745-3848 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS  i 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844  851-6711 

MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  753-8360 

WOMENjj 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  996-3341 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women’s  Bookstore,  78  May  St.  01602  791-5127 

student! 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  7430556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.(4i3) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  5432645 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 
Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WOMEN  ’ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St. 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  5430883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  5433438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  5430626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  6634705;  2533082, 774-5464 
Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1FM)  5432876 

Womonfyre  Books  5836445 

student! 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  1355,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203)hb 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


522-5575 

624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box 72, 06501;  M-F311  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Sjjite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN! 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  4834738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106  249-0504 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 
do  Hill  Ctr,  350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106249-7691 
Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  4834738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  0651£  4332488 

STUDENT 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  4832273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  8632802 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesblans,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 

- - - tggg- . 


Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dlgnlty/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moon  seed  (counseling) 

Rhode  lsland(40i 

Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Families  of  Gay  Persons 
Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671 ,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta  02903 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 


7435341 


4338354 

727-0379 


751-3322,  272-9247 
723-0050 
751-3322 
8pm-midnight 
7239269 
7236023 
331-2047 


Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840  847-7229 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center. 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence.  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students.  Box  49.  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231.  Pawtucket  02861  941-7235 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev  George  McDermott  272-8482 

New  Hampshire(603) 

224-6931 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Paul  882-7746 
485-3144 


Joe  224-6931 
485-5612 


Gay  NH  Infoline,  8am-8pm.  Concord 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301 
NH  Lambda.  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785.  889-1416. 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Speakers  Bureau.  Box  521,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Men's  Group 
67  Thorndike  St.,  Concord  03301 
Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project 
Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Laconia  Men's  Group,  Box  782,  Laconia  03246 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women’s  events. 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club, 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 
Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766:847-9589 

Vermont  (802)i 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt,  Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603) 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 


463-3966 

862-4296 


633-4047 

626-3618 

756-4226 


775-1946 

863-1236 

862-4296 


Maine(207)i 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 

29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Comm,  for  Soc.  Change  of  Nat  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/oVachon.  135  Greene  St  10012  473-5731 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address  Law  Group  P.O  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435.  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969.499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham.  Box  834.  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W  43rd.  10036  944  9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave  .  Rm  1601  741-5800 

RELIGIOUS 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler.  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348  W.  14th  St..  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah. 

155  Bank  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,  10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F.  10014 
MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St..  10011 


242-6616 

929-9498 


869-3050 

688-0628 


989-6653 


596  3839,  242-5549 
242  1212 


Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  866-3580 

M EDI A/ENTERTAI N M ENT . ^  ,  ...... 


5982597 
964-7272 
004 

280-5113 

598-7056 


AWA  (Male),  Box  746 

Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 
Center  for  Being,  Box  45-A 

So.  Harpswell  04079  833-6195 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

MCC  Portland,  Box  583 
Westbrook  04092 
Nat.  Org.  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  1117,  Caribou  04736 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women’s  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

New  Jersey  (20i; 

Gay  Youth,  Box  188,  Howell  07731 

Lesbians  of  Color  c/o  Brooks,  Box  M  564  Hoboken  07030 

Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  Hudson  County, 

Box  68,  Uptown  Hoboken  07030 
Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 

Box  1 37  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-621 7 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  692-1794 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 

Box  1291,  Montclair  07042  746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

United  Sister,  Box  41,  Garwood  07027 

New  York  City  (212* 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,799-9432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21  St  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

1 47  W.  42nd,  Rm  603 1 0036  947-0949 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  595-1445 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  4  Gay  Men 
do  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Senior  Action  In  a  Gay  Environment 
208  W.  13th  St.  741  2247 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  6  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group. 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 

women! 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P  O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard.  243  W  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
Box  294,  10014 

NYC  News,  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native,  250  W.  57th,  #417,  10107 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENTi^m 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall,  Rm304  10027 
New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

medical/counseling! 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014  691-6969 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 

Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr.  688-0628 

Identity  House  243-8181 

Institute  For  Human  Identity  799-9432 

National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012  473-5713 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  Statens 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968  (516)  324-2468 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  Concerns  Committee, 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

(315)475-6857 


(716)  831-2179 


(518)  465-9246 
(516)  826-0600 
(518)  462-6138 


Syracuse  13202 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  ’  *  ‘  c>i9« 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  M  n.  7-9  p  60/i  722  3629 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS, 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)  442-5117 

student/youth! 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave.  Huntington,  11743  (516)  549-1619 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale  (516)  420-2134 

Gay  Student  Union,  do  Polity 
SUNY  Stony  Brook  11 794  (516)246-7943 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 


(914)948-4922 


(518)462-6138 

(315)475-6857 


Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 
385  W  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202 
Vassar  College  Gay  Alliance  Box  271 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601 

MEDIA  _ 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90  1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Northeast  ALIVE.  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAl 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV- 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
(S10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN'T)- 


Calendar 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s  ' 
for  outdoors  events:  volleyball  Jay  262-4896; 
swimming  227-5363;  basketball  236-1914;  gen¬ 
eral  outdoors  events  #s  John  275-1336  and 
864-0823. 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  2  to  5pm  at  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Bea-  • 
con  Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society 
Monthly  Concert/Socials  for  lesbian  and  gay 
music  lovers.  Fourth  Sunday  of  month. 
Phillips  Brooks  House  (Harvard  Yard)  3pm. 
FREB  Info:  742-7997,  236-4888  or  266-9423. 
Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  Instruments.  355 
Boyiston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events- 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
blan/gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calen- 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 
Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Soclal/sup- 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 


coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Hotline  (426-9371)  is  back  in  regular  service 
Mon-Fri  6pm-Mldnlght  (and  hopes  to  get 
enough  volunteers  to  expand  services  to 
other  hours  soon)! 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Second  Wave,  a  feminist 
journal  of  radical  politics  and  literature,  Is 
opening  Its  collective  to  new  members. 
Currently  all  members  of  the  collective  are 
white  and  we  would  especially  welcome 
lesbian,  heterosexual,  and  bisexual  women  of 
color  with  radical  and  anti-racist  politics. 
We’d  like  new  members  with  experience  or 
Interest  In:  layout,  graphics,  advertising, 
fundraising,  editorial  work,  sales  and 
distribution.  Info:  Sally  232-0117. 


Mar  15 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Ski  clinic  for 
beginners.  Info:  Josh  232-6577  or  John 
864-0823. 

17  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Jane  Barnes,  poetry.  355 
Boyiston  St.  (at  Arlington  St.)  Doors  open  at 
7:30  pm  and  close  at  8.  Wed.  eves  are  women 
only.  $3. 

Boston,  MA  —  Open  Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry 
Reading.  Fag  Rag  office  (GCN),  22  Bromfield 
St.  8  pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women’s  Center  has 
informal  discussion  groups  for  all  women 
every  Wed.  eve.  This  week’s  topic:  ageism.  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8  pm. 


Framingham/Milford/Franklin,  MA  —  Tri¬ 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages ' 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

'Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men’s  support  group,  meets  on  the  first, 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819.  _ 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group. 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn¬ 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 

monday- 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 

5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at1 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883._ 

Pltstield,  MA  —  Berkshire  county  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and] 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm-| 
Ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691  ,  , 

Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  discussion  group  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  7  to  9pm  at  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Bea¬ 
con  Hill).  Info:  491-0242. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and, 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen-I 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland! 
!St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 


18  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  PROOF¬ 
READING  AND  PASTEUP.  SEE  THURSDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Sue  Tiernan.  355  Boyi¬ 
ston  St.  (at  Arlington  St.)  Doors  open  at  7:30 
pm  and  close  at  8.  Everybody  welcome.  $3 
donation. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Exec.  Com¬ 
mittee  Meet.  Open  to  all.  Info:  John  275-1336. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Feminism  and  Progressive 
Politics:  a  panel  with  Barbara  Ehrenreich, 
Demita  Frazier,  and  Catherine  MacKinnon. 
7:30  pm.  Free.  Harvard  Law  School,  Austin 
Bldg.  (North  Classroom).  Possibilities  for 
coalition  building  among  radical  feminist 
groups  and  other  progressive  political  groups. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  New  Words  presents  Jane 
Barnes  and  Marcie  Hershman  reading  fiction 
and  poetry  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.  (Central  Sq.)  7  pm.  Donation  $1. 
Info:  876-5310. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Benefit  concert  with  Mar¬ 
cia  Taylor,  Katie  Tolies,  Martha  Leader  and 
Pat  Ouelette,  to  raise  legal  fees  for  the  8 
UMass  women  filing  a  sexual  harassment 
suit.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  7:30  pm. 


19  fri 

Boston,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US!)  ALWAYS  CAN  USE  MORE 
HANDS  AND  WHATEVER  TO  SEND  OUT  THE 
PAPER  TO  SUBSCRIBERS.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  ITS  FUNII 


Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  of  each  month. 
7pm.  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  meets  every  Wednesday. 
Info:  583-8447  or  586-1503. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2 Vi  meets  to 
organize  community  against  loss  of  our 
liaTson  tq  mayor’s  office.  Info:  723-6327. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  “coming  out” 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35+ 1 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old- 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
1flrst  _.  We^  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
.members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  medial 
.more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679,, 

Augusta,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  AA  (Alcoholics 
Anonymous)  meeting.  All  Souls  Unitarian 
Church,  11  King  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  861 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928.  - 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexua, 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County.MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debble 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

thursday 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READ.  BEGINS  6-ISH.  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOOD  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets’ 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in, 
:the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boyiston  St, 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boyiston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
bn  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian) 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
-f6;5979.  —  ' 


Boston,  MA  —  "Revenge  of  the  Catmen”  —  a 
performance  piece  on  gaymale  sexuality. 
Open  to  all.  Cauldron  Experimental  Theater, 
22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T  stop,  off  Harri¬ 
son).  Tonight  and  tomorrow  night  and  Fri  and 
Sat  eves  thru  Apr  3.  $4.  Info:  542-8575. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Game 
Night.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.)  Bring  your  own 
refreshments.  Coffee  provided.  8  pm.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Worcester,  MA  —  Women’s  Dance  sponsored 
by  the  Women's  Bookstore,  at  the  VFW,  115 
Ballard  St.  (Rt.  146).  9pm-1am.  Info:  791-5127. 

Boston,  MA  —  Greyfeather  Gala,  a  fun-filled 
benefit  for  Greyfeather  Studio,  a  recording 
studio  and  training  facility  for  women.  Music, 
food,  auction  and  prizes  with  Encee  Maxine 
Feldman.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boyiston 
St.  (at  Arlington).  8pm.  $2  donation.  Info: 
497-5090  or  776-7555. 

Boston,  MA  —  Herpes  Symposium,  for  people 
suffering  from  recurrent  herpes  simplex  virus, 
at  Beth  Israel  Hospital's  Sherman  Aud.  Physi¬ 
cians  will  discuss  various  aspects  of  the  prob¬ 
lem.  Limited  seating.  Pre-reg.  if  possible.  $5. 
Info  and  reg:  735-3200. 

Boston,  MA  —  Little  Flags  Theater  will  pre¬ 
sent  "New  Rise  of  the  Master  Race"  to  benefit 
Mobilization  for  Survival,  at  the  Overland 
Theater,  Mass  College  of  Art,  26  Overland  St. 
(near  Kenmore  Sq.)  Info:  354-0008. 

Boston,  MA  —  Jonathan  Williams  and  Tom 
Meyer,  pillars  in  America’s  alternative  press 
scene,  will  read  at  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  St.  8pm.  $2. 


Worcester,  MA  —  “Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  3how  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  In-deDth  interviews  and 

raps.  8:15pm.  WCUWj_91.3FM.  _  _ 

Boston,  Mm  —  Boston  «rea  Lesbian  and  Gay] 
Hjstory  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 

community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  ana  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 


friday 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME1  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in, 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly’  meetings  of 
■Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen-i 
ter,  499-2425. 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord’s  Men’s  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis- 


Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gav  Helb  Line  751-3322  (eves). 


20  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  “Revenge  of  the  Cat/men”.  See 

19  fri  above. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Cross 
Country  Skiing  at  Cape  Neddick,  Maine.  Info: 
Gene  (212)  858-5792  or  (wkends)  (207) 
646-3534. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Boston  chapter  of  the 
Brown  U.  Lesbian/GayAlumnae/i  Assoc,  will 
have  its  third  meeting  at  3:30pm.  Info: 
720-1870  or  661-7223. 

Boston,  MA  —  Conference  for  gay  and  lesbian 
publishers  and  journalists,  sponsored  by  the 
Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies.  10am-3pm. 
14  Beacon  St.  Suite  506.  Info:  491-8245. 


21 


sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Axios,  a  national  association 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  the  Eastern  tradi¬ 
tions  (Albanians,  Armenians,  Ukranians, 
Syrians,  Greeks,  Lebanese  and  other  Eastern 
Christians),  will  meet  at  2pm  in  the  South  End. 
Info:  354-1264  or  267-8718. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


